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my ſfirong ſenſe of your private virtues. Tour 
Lordſbip's public ſervices during your Mayoralty, 
and in an eminent degree in the Month of aug 5 
| laft, are univerſally e 5 . 


. With ardent ber deer, Lordhoig's Welfare, Dn 
Jer the Peace of this City, and for the Proſperity „„ 
TE the Nation, ¶ have the honour to be, . Es 7 
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SER MON 1ͤ : 3 
ON THE HOLY COMMUNION. 5 
| 1 Cos. chap. xi. ver. 28. 


bread, and drink of that cup. 


o SETTING GOD BEFORE Us. 
P8aL.M xvi. part of the gth ver. 
I 28 ſet God always before me. 
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ON THE FAST DAY. © Ts 
Isa1an chap. xxvi. part of che gth verſe. 


of the world will learn righteouſneſs. 
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ON EQUALITY. 
Ps ALM xlix. verſe 2. 


High! and _ 8 and poor, one with an another. 


| : Let a man examine himſelf, and fo let him eat of that 8 
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1 CORINTHIANS, CHAP, xi. VER, 28. ; 
The A MAN EXAMINE HIMSELF, AND SO LET HIM 
Kar or THAT ee AND DRINK OF THAT 


cur. 27 5 1 . 1 


W HO EVER acknowledges the Love of 
our Redeemer in aſſuming our nature, that by © 
his death he might be * the propitiation for 
% our ſins;” whoever is ſenſible of the benefits 
and bleſſings derived to mankind from his in- 


ſtruction and example, cannot be blameleſs in 


wilfully neglecting his command, This do 

. « in remembrance: of Me.” And yet, among 

the omiſſions of duty, which may with too much 

truth be laid to the charge of many, who © name 
.« the name of Chriſt,” we find inattention to 

| this apoſtolical inſtruction— * Let a man ex- 
% amine himſelf, and ſo let him eat of thar | 


= — and drink of that cup.” Pr, 
| 32 5 5 OG 


4 


Is this nation, among thoſe who profeſs to | 
reverence the authority of Chriſt, ſome objet— — 
to any participation of the Holy Communion ; 
others to the Made of Communion enjoined in 
our eſtabliſhed Church; and others—to the in- 
terference of the Legiſlature i in requiring a com- 
pliance with that mode, in thoſe who are to 
be entruſted with power under Government. 


It may not be inapplicable to the preſent ſo- 
lemnity, if I conſider, and, according to my 
ability, endeavour to remove, ſome of the ob- 
J jections ad vanced on i three Grou nds, 


LI is Charitable A 8 that thoſe 
perſons, who reverence the authority of Chriſt, 
and yet object to eating of that bread, and 
« drinking of that cup in remembrance of him,” 

are in that omiſſion actuated by error in judg- 
ment, not by perverſeneſs of will: yet, as the 
example countenances, and is intended to juſtify, 
the negle& of that Chriſtian duty, it may be 
expedient to examine re cn of their 2 85 
jection. | | 


In juſtifiestion of a total diſregard of the 
Holy Communion, it is contended, that, under 
grace, Believers we above ordinances, and arc 
| releaſed 


„ 7 5 * 8 
; releaſed Kron the obſervance of ceremonial and 
poſitive duties. — In defence of this prineiple, 
ſome paſſages are adduced from the writings 
of St. Paul, in which he extols © faith,” and 
decries © the works of the law: in particular, 
his expoſtulating with his converts, why, as 
_«. though living in the world, are ye ſubject to 
* ordinances 2”* „ How turn ye again to the 
« weak and beggarly elements, whereunto ye 
et deſtre again to be in bondage? f But, be- 
fore we , infer from theſe and ſimilar paſſages 


that Believers are releaſed from the obſervance _ 


of every ceremonial and poſitive duty, we ſhould 
conſider what © ordinances,” what weak and 
” OY Ow" the Apoſtle had in 
view. TE ar 
. 0 zmdiad ede inftrucors, who were Je: . 
n to fuperadd the burdenſome rites and 
ceremonies of the Moſaic law to the Chriſtian 
_ covenant, had taught © the Brethren, Except 
« ye be circumciſed after the manner of Moſes, 
« ye cannot be ſaved;”f St. Paul, who ſrre⸗ 
nubuſly maintained, that if righteouſneſs come 
. by 9 5 m0 on: Chrift is dead” in vain wigs - 


Fa Coloſſians ii ii. 20. | 5 + Galatians iv. 9. 
8 7 Ac xv, 15 8 Galatians i ii. 21. 


Nö; 


Cs 


thus guarded his converts 8 che falſe dow 
trines of thoſe inſtructors : Stand faſt in the _ 
Fc liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath made us free, 

e and be not entangled again with the yoke of 


c bondage. Behold, I Paul fay unto you, that 


e if ye be circumciſed, Chriſt ſhall profit you 
. nothing. The Apoſtle's reaſoning mani- 
feſtly refers to Jewiſh ordinances, to the cere- 
monial law of Moſes; and is improperly inten- 
preted to prove that any inſtitution of Chriſt 
may e be diſregarded. yy 
- Paul's beten is ſtill che more injudi- , 
ciouſly appealed. to, in juſtification of a total 
diſregard of the Holy Communion, becauſe he 
gave inſtructions for communicating worthily, 
and exhorted the diſciples to © examine them- 
e ſelves, and ſo eat of that bread, and drink of 
* that cup.” The Lord's Supper, or Holy 
Communion, cannot, therefore, in the intention 


of St. Paul, be included among thoſe: „ ardla= | 


7 nances,”” thoſe weak e elements, 
in which he cautioned his converts not to be 
& again entangled.” The ſervant cannot dif... 


annul the authority of his maſter ;* 3 6 Paul 5 


_ cannot releaſe us from a | to Chriſt. 
1 » Galatians v. 1 be Bo — 


| 33 


bo 1s true, Chriſtians « are not under the Jaw: 
t but under grace; yet they are not releaſed 


from the obligations of the moral law, the 
& law written in their hearts; nor from evan- 


gelical duties; nor from obedience to the two 
Inſtitutions of our Redeemer, Baptiſm and the 
Supper of the Lord.. They cannot indeed too 
cautiouſly guard againſt ſuperſtition in any ſhape; 
but they ſhould equally guard againſt diſobe- 
dience. Believers are not to account themſelves 
| ſo much above ordinances, or ſo . ſpiritual,” as 
to conclude they are juſtified in deſpiſing the 


moral law, in rejecting a Chriſtian miniſtry, and 
in diſcarding every poſitive inſtitution; leſt. 


cdhrough error of judgment, overlooking the 
authority, they diſobey the will, 9 dhe 
« Teacher ſent from . | | 


_ in n juſtification of a total FFAs of the 
; Holy Communion, it is moreover contended, - 
that receiving bread and wine can in no wiſe 
promote the good of the ſoul ; and that the 
Death of Chriſt can be remembered Vithout | 
Weg recourſe to thoſe elements. 


The gp ing wii. which „„ a” 5 
command, is manifeſtly deſpiſed, when human 
| judgment preſumes thus to queſtion its pro- 


„„ Soy 34 1 N 


— 


WY: 


| priety. Our Lord and Maſter commanded Ris 


diſciples to be © baptized with water,” and to: 
receive bread and wine in remembrance of 
« him.” Shall we acknowledge his divine 
miſſion, and yet object to the fitneſs: of his 


ordinances? 2 Shall we turn away from our Re- 
deemer's injunctions, as Naaman, the haughty 


Syrian, did from the prophets inſtruction? Is 
the wilful difregard of any duty, enjoined by the 
authority of Chrift, reconcileable with our 
relation to him? Will it expreſs the unreſerved 


and unlimitted ſubjection due to our Prophet, 
| Prieſt, and King > Will it teſtify our defire oß 
doing « all things, whatſoever He hath com- 
«© manded » — In labouring to be © fpiritually 
minded,“ we act © as becometh the GofpeF 


« of Chriſt ;” but not in rejecting as * carnal'” | 
his poſitive commands. If we juſtly condemn. . 


the Church. of Rome for withholding from the 


people one effentiat part of the Communion,. | 


can we, as Proteſtants, ſtand acquitted in our 
own judgment, in rejecting the whole of our 


Saviour's inſtitution? If our Lawgiver « had / 
« bid us do ſome great thing, ſhould we not 


% have done it? how much Logan en. he 


faith to us— „ a oo 
© This do in remembrance of Me.” | et 


U—But 


* 


1+ 7 


u. ide; as there are found: among profeſſed 
Ehrittians, ſome, who object to any participa- 
ion of the Holy Communion; there are, in the 
fond place, others ho ob ject to the Mode - 
of Communion. ey ge in our | eſtabliſhed 
Church. | 


A tives 5 cannot 85 obſerved Aihbur 
adopting fome mode. Our Communion-ſervice, 
or Order for the Adminiſtration of the Lord's 


* 


Supper, is defigned to illuſtrate the intent off - 


our Lord's original inſtitution, to point out the 


ſolemnity of the commemoration, and to Xx | 


cite in communicants a thankful remembrance” ' 
© of his death.” Tet objections are made, by 
thoſe who ſeparate from the eſtabliſhed Church, 
to > anz 1 e into TE ſervice. 8 70 
.\Somit; who i imagine no more ant tou 
be attributed to the communion of the Lord's 


Supper, than to the enjoyment of their afua?* 


meal, object to making the commemoration 


ſerious.— That objection betrays inattention to 


theſe words of St. Paul; „The cup of bleſfing. 


. which we 'blefs, is it not the communion of 
« the blood” of Chrift * The bread, which we 


« break, is, it not the communion of the body 
5 + of Chriſt 2 Have ye. not houſes to eat and to 


« drink 8 


1 1 x 
3 PTA ye the chavnch of God 


3 ſolemnity introduced into our mode f 


Communion is ſo far from being objectionable, | 
that it is ſtrictly conſonant with an inſtitution 
deſigned | © to ſhew. the Lord's death,” and to 
commemorate by the elements of bread and : 
wine his body offered, and his hood ſhed, 95 for . 
_ | the remiſſion of fins.” one 

apy who do not account one 5 EE of = 
the human frame more expreſſive of . devotion 


than another, and who never bend the knee in 


3 public worſhip, object to our receiving the 
Communion #zeeling; and infinuate that the 
eſtabliſhed Church requires ſuch a poſture, in 
token of our adoring the elements of bread and 
wine: though more than two hundred years — 
have elapſed, fince the Proteſtation was ſub- 
joined to our Communion-ſervice, which, 
purpoſely to diſclaim any ſuch adoration, ſets. 
forth, that leſt the ſame kneeling ſhould by 


any perſons, either out of ignorance and in- 


e firmity, or out of malice and obſtinacy, be 
miſconſtrued and depraved; it is here declared, 
©: that thereby no adoration is intended, or ought 
6 « to be done. either unto the facramental bread. 


wt ES I > 
F ; 2 — „ = 7 * þ . 
© 
- oa 2 


ans x. 16. anda. 22. a 


% 


ae), 


* or wine, ak bodily n or unto any. 
8 on TOE of Chriſts natural Golan: 135 
0 N | a 


* 


005 tos i in ths Di 5 uſed at alle 


= time of adminiſtering the Holy Communion, by 


ſome is objected to, as having a tendency to 
leſſen, rather than increaſe, the number of com—- 
municants: on | that account it demands * 5 
. examination. 1 


The e is, e 3 a e 
0 St. Paul's ſentiments on the conſequences o 
communicating unworthily; and, by ' rightly 
underſlanding the ground of thoſe . 5 
we mall 89851 remove ns ROS." 98 0 | 


St. Paul: was called to the wa of tie 3 ; 
after our Lord's aſcenſion. The Goſpel he 
ec neither received of man, neither was he 
« taught it, but by the revelation. of Jeſus 


EM  Chriſt.””* He © received of the Lord, that 
_ « which he alſo delivered” unto his diſciples, 


« that- the Lord Jeſus, the ſame night in which 


e he was betrayed, took bread ; and when he - 
| * had given thanks, he 8 wt and , 


3 Galatians i. 12. 
+ 
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on Fake, eat, 8 my body, which is ben 
for you; this do in remembrance of me. 
After the ſame manner alſo he took the cup, 
« when he had ſupped, ſaying, this cup is the 
_ new teſtament in my blood: this do ye, as 


« oft as ye ſhall drink it, in remembrance: of 


* me.“ That inſtitution. could not be unim- 
portant which was thus, after our Lord's 
aſcenfion, revealed to St. Paul; and by him 
delivered to his diſciples, who did * eat of that 
* bread, and drink of. that cup.” In conſe- 
_ quence of ſome irregularities, the Apoſtle took 
e ee to add the following fentiments : 
r Whoſoever ſhall eat this bread; and drink 
« this cup of the Lord unworthily, ſhall be 
* puilty of the body and blood of the Lord. But ler 
« a man examine himſelf, and ſo let him cat of 
< that bread, and drink of that cup. For he, 
1 that eateth and drinketh umvorthily, eatethł 
* and drinketh damnation to himfelf, not diſ- 
«© cerning the Lord's body. The irregularities 
condemned in this paſſage ſeem to have ariſen 
from the abuſe of the mode in which the 
Corinthian diſciples celebrated the Communion, 
„* when one was hungry, and another was 
« drunken,” —Our Order for the Adminiſtration 


1 Corinthians xi. 23=2 8. | * I Corinthians xi. 2729. 


yg 


4 | | 
EN 


. 130 


8 che 1 in precluding the poſſibility | 
of ſuch irregularity, removes all apprehenſion _- - 


of communicating unworthily on that ground: 
ſtill the ſubſtance of the Apoſtle's admonition is 
introduced into our exhortation, with the pious 
 . felf-examination, and the ſolemnity of that 
commemoration, which « ſhews the Lord's 5 3 
e death till he come. Nor would it, „ 
whole, be eaſy to produce a mode of Com- 
munion, better adapted, either to illuſtrate the 
ijntent of our Lord's inftitution; or to fill the ; 
heart of the communicant with the moſt _— | 5 
ſenſe of the Man and Love of Chriſt. | 


In Mit as among 1 . pan to 
_ reverence the name and authority of Chriſt, ſome 
object to any participation of the Holy Commu- 
nion, and others to the Mode of Communioenn 
enjoined in our eſtabliſhed Church ; ſo, there 
are, in the third place, others who object to | 
the interference of the Legiſlature in requiring: a 
compliance with that mode in thoſe, who are to 
be entruſted with er under Same. 


| The. diction. acuity . on 8 „ 
. ground, call in queſtion both the juſtice e e 
Legi ature's propoſing terms of qualification; 


7 


© 4 
r aS 


„ 


: and the propriety 'of applying an act of Siehe 1 = 
and in particular the IO CONE © 
7 anſwer a OREN > 5 1 


1 
21 
it 
3 % 
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1 
* 


thin cannot-be mult. for the 8 to pro- > 
_ Poſe terms of Qualification for admiſſion ' into 
. offices of truſt and power, becauſe the end of 
| rp cares is JR MCLE” 


b be wins, cha ec uch „ 5 
the Legiſlature infringes on © the natural rights 
of man; it muſt be remembered, that, as 

__ civiÞ ſociety wiſely infringes on many rights, 
which might might have full ſcope in a tate of 
nature, no individual member of ſociety has, 
or can ar a natural _ to offices of truſt and 


py 
N 4 8 . 7 
. 5 7 Y 
— - de 
* 


I a ST: of nature if any ſuch . 5 the e 
individual is ſubject to no controul, amenable to 
no temporal tribunal z but is at once the judge 
and the avenger of his own cauſe. In civil 
ſociety every individual gives up a portion of 
his natural liberty in being ſubject to legal 
controul, and in having judgment and redreſs _ 
determined by legal inveſtigation. All exiſting 
- Governments require ſome explicit teſtimony of 
good affection i in _ to TG for the ſafety 
| „„ 


— 


t Is 


of the State, - power and che admit ſiren OY 
_ Juſtice are entruſted: nor can any member of 
| ſociety in truth account himſelf treated with . | 
injuſtice, if the impediment to his accepting „„ 
offices of truſt and . reſt _— with | 
himſelf. | 
t elk the FT of government, nah | 
Security, may juſtify the Legiſlature in requiring 
ſome Qualification, or Teſt, of thoſe, who deſire 
do be inveſted with authority; yet an objection 
is made to the propriety of a religious teſt, 
grounded on this principle, that Government i 
has no concern with Religion.—If Government 
were really to have no concern with Religion, | 
the want of that care would ſoon totally ſubvert 
Government. There has never yet exiſted, in 
heathen or chriſtian empires, a legiſlature 
without upholding and protecting ſome prin- 
_ Ciples of religion. The Chriſtian Religion forms 
an eſſential part of the laws of our land: : The 
Church of England is one branch of the 
— Conſtitution ; and the Legiſlature had in vie 
the ens of the whole in paſſing the Cor- „„ 


5 : 4s Chah i part of ts lr of Boglad.” 


| Blacksrons, * 


f 8 
COS - 4 F — 2 


poration 8 


aw) 


— and Teſt. Acts 1 for, e that 
whoever in his conſcience. was perſuaded, that 
a foreign Potentate ought in this nation to 
_ exerciſe ſupreme authority in all cauſes, ecele- 
Raſtical as well as eivil, he, if he acted con- 
ſiſtently, and were poſſeſſed of ſufficient power, 
would gladly re-unite theſe kingdoms to the 
triple crown; knowing likewiſe, that whoever 
in his conſcience was perſuaded, either in civil 
matters, that the regal authority and hereditary 
nobility ought to be extirpated, and the repub- 
lican form, or levelling ſyſtem, to prevail ia 
this kingdom; or, that in ſacred matters, a. 
2 a _national Eſtabliſhment of Religion, under the 
regular orders of Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, 
is ſinful, antichriſtian, and idolatrous, he would 
en, openly to ſubvert, or clandeſtinely to 


* 1 . the bes is FRO FU Eſtabliſhed Church 
* apainft petils from non-conforiiſts of all denominations, 
„ Exfidels, Turks, Jews, Papiſts, and Sectaties, there are 
< two Dn Rs called, the Corporation and 77 
= Acts. „ %% Bracxsroxx. 5 


5 e ax attl ANTON 2 nor Gin itn BY 
< in the army, which were, either by their own denomination, 
< or with their own conſent, called Lewellers ; "who declared, 
that all degrees of men ſhould be levelled, and an Equality 

* ſhould be eſtabliſhed both in Titles and Ritates, e ; 

<< out the kingdoms.” . 
| | Cuanthpos' s Huren OF THE Neszaller- 


- ni 


V „„ 
” 1 what * conſcience ta reprobated z 1 
the Britiſh Legiſlature, taking theſe points into 
mature conſideration, provided, by the Corpo- 
ration and Teſt Acts, that civil and military 
Power ſhould not indiſcriminately be obtained; 
nor, after what had then recently and ſeverely | 
been experienced, the Conſtitution in Church 
and State be again ſubverted, andi irs friends and 
advocates ee 

8 to po ſeeurity, expedience, © com- 
| mon prudence, and inſtruction from woful EX= | 
perience, juſtified the requiring an explicit and 
ſolemn. teſtimony of good affection in thoſe en- 
7 truſted with the peace and ſafety of the nation. 


| But, adinitting the juſtice of rhe „ 8 
requiring ſome ſolemn teſtimony of good af- 
fection to the Conſtitution, ſtill it is repreſented 
as highly i Improper, that the facred inſtitution, : 
juſt conſidered, ſhould be applied to anſwer any 
ſecular purpoſe. —Receiving the Communion, 
ay, required by law, is improperly called be 


ualification.” Good affection to our national I 


Efabliſhment of Religion is with reaſon ex- 
| pected in thoſe, to whom the preſervation of 
the e, in any os is ente 3 
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and i is, in kad, the Qualification which hi Law 
means to require: of that Qualification, the 


receiving of the Communion, according to the 


rites of the Eſtabliſhed Church, is conſidered 
as the Teſt and Evidence : the Legiſlature pre- 
ſuming, that they, who communicate with the 


Church in its higheſt and moſt ſacred ordinance, 
are perſons, who cannot be led by any real diſ- 


affection to it, to ſeek its Deſtruction. — And 


ſurely the communicant may faithfully diſcharge 


His Chriſtian duty in © eating of that bread, 


« and drinking of that cup;” may, with the 


proper diſpoſition of mind, receive the Com- 
munion according to the rites of our Church, 
though he is to fill ſome place of truſt, or to 
diſcharge the honourable, yet arduous, duties 


of the Magiſtrate —If any one is conſcious to 
Himſelf of the beſt motives and intentions in 


coming to © the Lord's Supper,“ let him not 
be diſcouraged, either by the erroneous judg- 
ment of thoſe, who object to any participation 
of the Holy Communion ; or by the prejudices 
of thoſe, who, averſe to a national Eftabliſh- 


ment of Religion, object to our Mode of Com- 5 


munion.— The man, who lives in the com- 
miſſion of any known fin and iniquity, or who 


harbours ae thoughts and injurious 


intentions, 


„ 19 8 

intentions, is, in every fonſe, and on every 
ground, unworthy to commemorate that Love, 
which induced the Son of God to leave the 

Throne of his eternal Glory, on. purpoſe that 
He might © redeem us from all iniquity, and 


« purify unto himſelf a peculiar 285 zealous 
ec of good Works: 1 15 c 


To . it ſhould, in the laſt 1 5 
be objected, that, conſidering the infirmity and 
imperfection of our nature, no mortal can wor- 
thily communicate; that objection would ef- 

fectually fruſtrate our Lord's command, and for 
ever preclude human beings from ſhewing 


e his death, in eating of that bread, and drink- 


ec ing of that cup, in remembrance of him.“ 
But, whoſoever cometh unto God in faith and 

in repentance, © He will in no wiſe caſt out.” 
God will accept our fincere, though, in too 
many reſpects, imperfect ſervices; not weigh= 
ing our merits, but- pardoning our offences 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Therefore “ let 
« a man examine himſelf:”—that Duty is in- 
diſpenſable :—and, by the wiſdom and piety of 
the Church, bey, who come to the Lord's 

Supper, are required— to examine themſelves, | 

© whether they repent them ay of their for- 


# Titus i ii. he 


C 2 


| men. 


tw) 


. pepating 4s Tov nd 
“life; to have a lively faith in God's m 
through Chrift, with «thatlfilletteintiaigce 
none rgpedied det with all 


25 b the Father, the Sin, a 2s 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is miſt juſtly 
due, all honour, praiſe, might, majeſly, 
and dominion, now, henceforth, and for 
ævermore. Aux. ” 
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ON SETTING GOD BEFORE Us. 


” „ 8 
8 ERM 0 N 
| PAZACKED IN THE. 
| Cathedral Chureh . St. Paul, 1 „ 
eu rue TWENTY-$1XTH or JANUARY, 1794s 
: COL ET ” 
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ral vi. PanPor THE NINTH VERSE. 


1 HAVE SET cop ALWAYS BEFORE ME. 


Eo 


: 33 of God is one of thoſe truths, 
which we admit as ſoon as we are capable of 
reaſoning : no good mind ever denied it, nor 
can the idea be totally extirpated even from 
the worſt mind. Whether we © conſider the 


_ « heavens, the ſun, the moon, and the ftars;” 


whether we ſurvey the inanimate, the animate, 

or rational parts of creation; wherever we direct 

_ our enquiries, all nature * declares the glory of 

« God.” The wiſdom diſplayed in the works 

'of creation, even in the moſt minute and ſfeem- 

ingly inſignificant ; ; the power exerted in the 

_. preſervation of all things, render the e | 
of God s an undeniable * . 
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We read not of any nation, however rude and - 

uncivilized, which has not adopted religious 
rites and ceremonies. Where the powers of the 

mind have been cultivated, reaſon has ſuggeſted 

noble ideas of the firſt great Cauſe: and, under 
the Moſaic and Chriſtian diſpenſations, which 
confirm the belief of the divine exiſtence, the 
maoſt ſublime ſentiments have prevailed, and 
have been accompanied with holineſs of life. 

The knowledge of this firſt truth ſeems indeed 
to be vouchſafed unto us, not ſo much to em- 
ploy our underſtanding on ſpeculations, which 

are endleſs, as to influence our conduct, and 

make us wiſe to the beſt and e PR, 
C . even ws WH unto cot e 1 15 | 
5h this view I mean, Ff. to at 900 prin- 

| ap contained in the text; and, /econdly, to 
- point out the benefits reſulting from a unn ad. 

e to chat 2 ne | 5 

1I1.— To the real nature and eſſence of een 
continually before our eyes we are utter ſtrangers, 
and ſhould in vain perplex our minds to in- 
BH veſtigate all their properties; yet thoſe objects. 
adminiſter to our neceſſities and comfortable 
ſubſiſtence. In like manner, though our know 
ledge of God is limited and imperfect; though 
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Iv contemplating Ie ud e trutn 
exclim, © Lo! theſe are parts of his ways? 
« but how little a portion is heard of him“ 
yet the moral and religious application of our 
knowledge will beſt promote our temporal and 
eternal peace. Whenever we attempt to com- 


prehend the: perſections of God, the more wo —0 


reflect, the more we are loſt in wonder; W 
ean form no adequate idea of his real nature; 
or the manner of his exiſtence'; *No heart can 
think upon theſe things worthily: «© ſuck 
* knowledge is too wonderful and eee wa 
_ © uk wo cannot attain 2 e 


The 3 contain 8 A exalted PID 
N of the divine attributes: they teach 


us, that God is the creator, preſerver, and go= 


vernor of all things; that he is eternal, omniſcient; 


omnipreſent; that he is infinite in power and 


wiſdom, in truth and holineſs, in goodneſs and 
in merey. But, when they have ſet forth bis 

glory under the ſublimeſt ideas, which language 
can convey, or our underſtanding admit, ſtill 
they declare God to be incomprehenſible: 
« Canſt chou by ſearching find our God? Canſt 

u thou find: out the Almighty unto orfecti | 


? Rm” e 3. 
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. and knowledge of God ! how unſearchable 


are ere ee e ee 5 


out? 
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of knowledge? are we to devote our minds 
wholly to abſtract enquiries? or does it dero- 
gate from our underſtanding to admit any point 


as the object of faith, which is not likewiſe the 
ſubject of our comprehenſion? We ſurely can- 


not err in applying our knowledge of God to 


the moral purpoſe of regulating our en, 


— 
N oY 


We 3 . God is . every ate: 


e AIs he a God at hand, and not a God afaroff ?*'+ . 
Doth he not fill heaven and earth? the hea- 
t ven, and heaven of heavens cannot contain 

« him.” I Should hte to admit theſe 


Facred truths, till we can comprehend in what 


mode God is e preſent, through the 
infinity of ſpace and through the ages of eternity; 
or, in what manner God filleth heaven and 
8 5 earth i our on pa reg to the Seng 


e ur enen, 
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. uggeſtion v bri g with it inſur⸗ 58 
5 mouritable difficulties. © But, if we are willing 
to make a moral application of this truth, thar 
God is prefent every where, we ſhall find it a 
ſtrong encouragement to 'do 860d, and a a Power- 
ee eee „ 
r errant CO eee rent 

. We Mee that God kr weth an 1 things; 1 
5 paſt, /preſent, and to come. Rnouwn unto = 
God are all his works from the beginning of the | 
World. '« He declareth che end 
N beginning, and from ancient times the things 
e that are not yet Per The certainty of 


> . 
£ 150 


. the divine omniſcience } Has 1 


t deny the moral freedom of our actions; while | 


Sthers, in defence of our freedom, have called 
f in queſtion” that omniſcience. Allowing' it ma 
„de difficult, perhaps impoſſible, for us to diſcover 


| : that medium, Which reconciles the omniſcience 1 85 
. of God and the liberty of man, yet it ſhould 
never be concluded from our conceptions of that 


5 divine perfection, that human beings are irre- - 
_ fiſtibly impelled to the commiſſion of evil. The _ _ 


_ ſcriptures maintain both the omniſcience'of God 


and the moral freedom of our actions: they re- 
SEE preſent us as ultimately reſponſible to God; and . 


: they inſtruct us to meditate on "as" om 
e. 
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© ina religious point of view: and whenever we 


make ſuch. application of © God's knowing, all 
things, we ſhall find it (as in the former ing 


ſtance) . x 


e ge POE oe 106, war? 
We may, in Uke manner, 3 0 fold. im- 5 
provement from our belief in the Juſtice and 
Mercy of God. The contemplation of his juſtice 
would fill our hearts with. diſmay, and,lead fuck 
& creatures as we are, almoſt to den 
ſpondency, . were we not ſupported and com- 
ſorted by belief in his mercy. But, in vain 
mould we have attempted to reconcile juſtice | 
and mercy, Aue We. had been bleſt with e the 
reconciliation, unleſs we had known 
3; in that. diſpenſa- 


| tion „ mercy. and truth are met together: 


« righteouſneſs, and peace have kiſſed each 

<« other. The awful attribute of Juſtice ia 
there diſplayed. to deter us from offending, and 
_ infinite Mercy is there ſet before. us, to lead us 
to repentance, — aith, FRI 


e 


| U.—Feom cheſs dess on he 


wmaouſe of God, it will ſecure us, while we are 


„ 
Fecond place, to . aint pe h the 
e eee . eee A ce to that 


1 a : : 8 ? 2 0 8 + 4 5 3 8 © . | bt 


= "If we e 6d e _— We . | 
be deficient in rendering unto him the ho- 


nour due unto his holy name: we ſhall not 

neglect that public worſhip, which reaſon dic- 

tates, and revelation ſanctifies; and that rea- 
© ſonable ſervice” we ſhall perform, not for 

becauſe we account it our higheſt privilege to : 
Praiſe and [honour him, who liveth for ever . 
1 and ever.“ If this principle bring us to the 


there, from inattention and apparent want ef 
devotion, by reminding us for what glorious end 
we are aſſembled, and in whoſe more immediate 
Preſence. It will moreover ſtrengthen. our 
mwinds in acts of private devotion; will direct us 
tin che ſpirit of the Goſpel) to . enter into 
1. gur cloſet, and in nen ann Fs hs 7 
"WO EY EMT e DER Bey | 
TED 1 
— wegn — of 3 5 
7 n e ue God is in our e 1 
e e, : 
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-/ The benefis reſulting: Sima aniwafab ſe. of 
the divine omniſcience, will moreover appear in 
Its animating us to diſcharge every moral and : 
| ſocial duty. In <« ſetting God before us, we 
are to imitate, as much as our nature will; ad. 
- 1 hin — and ne mercy, ang 
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Ik ie e poſſible Sen 33 8 * _ 
to diſcard that principle, no reſtraint can be laid 
on his actions, but that which ſhall ariſe either 
from attention to preſent emolument, or from 

the apprehenſion of fuffering. whe: penalties an- 

nexed to the laws of civil ſociety: how inade- 
gquate thoſe ſanctions only muſt prove to ſecure 8 
_ obedience to moral and ſocial obligations, every © 
good mind is intuitively certain, and everxß 
corrupt mind knows by experience. Can then 
any one © ſet God before him, and injure * >, 
neighbour in his perſon,” fortune, or reputation 
Can the love of God reſide in the heart, prom : 
che ſame time xhe hatred of man? Can the ſenſe © 
of God's truth and faithfulneſs, long-ſuffering -_ 
.  - goodneſs and mercy abide, where infincerity and 
perfidy, malevolence and cruelty abound 2. | 


«What fellowſhip hath righteouſneſs with un 
* righteouſneſs? and what communion hatn 


light 1 12 darkneſs?” ares hg love of God fo 


c 


T L — 


„ 980 2 Coriuthians vi. us 


* 


abſolutely 5 


7 31 7 


. ahitove) 6h curmhighthus;”. 
_ that “ if a man ſay, I love Go 


, and hateth hm 


© brother, he is a lyar.“ By « ſerting Gd 


< before us, we ſhould greatly counteract, if 
not remove, the falſe bias caſt upon our Ja 
ment by objects of ſenſe; we ſhould learn to act 
and converſe more like the ſons of che Univerſal | 
Parent ; we ſhould be inclined to'prefer the love - 
of truth ro temporal intereſt, and integrity n 
the glories of the world; much leſs mould we 
harbour in our - hearts malle ses Werde, 
1 deſigns, while, not more for our admiration than 
imitation, «< the e he On edureey 'yet 
© 4 0) NY Ops . i +; IEF AAP Tt 72 880 i 
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At ay theſe contin? we FEY 
moreover be taught ( if I may ſo ſpeak) to fear 
7 our on cenfure,” more than the cenſure of the 

whole world; and to cultivate purity of heart, 
as the moſt acceptable ſervice to God, ho «jg 
* of purer eyes than to behold iniquity.” To 
what an aſtoniſhing degree are men of corrüpt 
minds ſelf-deluded, when they are only anxious 
that their evil deeds ſhall here be undiſcovered ! 

*whither will that deluſion lead? it will lead them 
too break through the reſtraints of conſcience, | 

the ties or Nature, and the bands of Ny 


„ * 2 John iv, 0. : + Plalm i, 2. 


* 


* 


e though finful kene could. tar Sher te” 
unknown to others, can we forget them our- 
felves-? Can we hide them from God? What a 
mind muſt that be, which, receives -a ſatisfaction = 
An the idea that its evil deeds: may be concealed - 
From human ee and is not confounded : 
by the certainty) God knows them! What a 
mind muſt. that be Which thus feareth man, and 
hath no fear of Gd! Who art thou, that 
« thou ſhouldeſt 3 of a man that ſhall 
die, and forgetteſt the Lord thy Maker?“ “ 
Mice prophetic ſpirit has denounced, Wo 
' © unto them that ſeek deap to hide their coun⸗ 
« ſel from the Lord, and their works are 1 in the 
« dark, and they ſay, who ſeeth We, and ond 
40 Knoweth l : ET 


* 
— 
PN 


; They, a can . Is emnilcience. of 
God, have parted with the only effectual re- : 
ſtraint from evil: that reſtraint being diſcarded, 
| no limits can be ſet to the corruption of their : 
thoughts, to the ſinfulneſs of their actions, and 
to the miſery they may inflict on others. But 
their condemnation dwells with them; it is 
ever preſent to their minds: they may labour to 
ſuppreſs the remonſtrances of conſcience and to : 


„ Tfaiah li, 12.13 1 1 xxix, 15. 


e IL EE, | divert 


„%% 32 35 
0 their thoughts by a Jucceffion of. vain. 
amuſements, but that is not peace of mind: 
es there is no peace, faith God, to the wicked: 
exiſtence is a burthen to them, and they die 
without hope. If ſuch be the preſent reward 
of unrighteouſneſs, with what. diligence ſhould 
we keep our heart! if ſecurity and conſolation are 
to be found in © fetting God before us, con- : 
ſcience itſelf ſuggeſts a firm adherence to that 


principle: for what a check muſt it prove even 
to the thought of evil! what ' encouragement 


>. 1 


muſt it afford in the purſuit of every laudable . 


deſign, and what comfort in the hour of diſtreſs! 
The ſatisfaction experienced in the preſent life, 
by choſe, who preſerve in their hearts, and ma- 
nifeſt in their actions, a continual regard to the 
divine omnipreſence, infinitely overbalances all 
the troubles and mortifications they meet with ; 
while the contemplation of future bleſſedneſs 


alleviates their ſorrows, conſirms their hopes, 


and gives them * peace in believing” in him, | 
. who is © the rewarder of them that diligently : 
« ſeek him.” — gs 


If therefore a i end bp of accept- 
ance with God i is eſſential to our Peace of nnd, 


>, Iſaiah Ivii. 27. % 
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it eternity is of more importance than PR and 
the favour of God more valuable than the friend - 
ſhip of the world; we are bound, by every con- 
ſideration which can influence our hopes and our 
fears, by the mercy of God in Chriſt, and by 
the expectation of his righteous judgment in the 
laſt great day, to ** ſet God always before us.” 
Actuated by that principle, we ſhall be enabled 
to ſay in peace as in truth, « Thou, O Lord, 
* art about my path, and about my bed, and 
« ſpieſt out all my ways. Whom have I heaven 
« but thee? and there is none upon earth, that 
« ] deſire in compariſon of thee: Thou wilt 
e ſhew me the path of life; in thy preſence is 
the fulneſs of joy, and at thy right hand 28 
are pleaſures for e, 


ON THE FAST DAY. 
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n. CHAP, xvi.) rar or THE urg vn VERSE. 3 


WHEN THY 1 ARE IN THE EABTH) THE 
INHABITANTS, OF THE WORLD WILL LEARN 
| RIGHT EOUSNESS. _ 18 | 


| Ee 
1.5 . 


HOUGH t the ce A ade 55 . 


« of God, and the*firmament ſheweth his handy 
« work,” yet that continued manifeſtation of 


divine power and wiſdom does not fill the 


hearts of men with praiſe and gratitude. The 
ſun ſhines bright in the firmament; the moon 
| performs her appointed revolutions; “ ſeed-time 
« and harveſt, ſummer and winter, day and 
0} night, do not ceaſe.—* O that men would 
« therefore praiſe the Lord for his e 
« and declare the wonders that he doeth' for the 
children of men!“ — Were the ſun for one 
day not to finiſn his courſe, with what Loan -- | 
ment would our hearts be filled! with what 
amazement ſhould we contemplate ſuch a mar- 
20. „„ vellous 


353 


1 at of divine power! bat is the man- 
feſtation of divine power leſs marvellous, which 
cauſes that great light,” day by day, ages 
after ages, te diſpenſe unto vs blefings? — 


The Globe we inhabit is replete with won 

8 ders the Earth is felt of the goodneſs of the 
Lord. but, becauſe thoſe wonders eh 

themſelves on every ſide; we orget to rene 

God « the honour due unto his holy r name.” - 


"is belek 3 of God. are Ackignes 


to lead and preſerve us in the way of righteouf.. 


neſs: our negle& and frequent abuſe of thoſe 
mereies render deen moſt expedient 
for us: they are indeed repreſented in Scrip- 
ture as God's © firange work,” that in: which 
they prove, if from his judgments 12. in the 
_ earthy the mb e en Ru 
r 


11 Gu either: foreign from 


the general argument in the text, or-inapplica- 
ble to the ſolemnity of this day, if in the fit 


place, I direct your attention to ſome inſtances 


of the Want of righteoufneſs obſervable among 
ourſelves; and——/zcondly, from the miſerable 


32 


example of our preſent continental foes, urge | 
the neceſſity of © learning righteouſneſs,” teſt, 
in our nation and eg we e the 
Juſt judgments f God.— 

Ed Wikio detracting, on + one hand, | 
from the commendation due in private life to 
the many examples, in which a juſt ſenſe of 
duty is diſplayed in correſpondent acts of virrue: 
and in public life to the numerous inſtances, 
which teſtify unrivalled benevolence and charity ; 
without intending, on the other hand, to over- 
charge the deſcription of our tranſgreſſions, or 
preſuming to aſcertain the meaſure of our of- 
fences; yet, on contemplating: our preſent na- 
tional character in a moral and religious light, 
ve muſt confeſs there is abundant reaſon to 
humble our ſouls before God; to deprecate 55 | 

_ judgments;;. and in contrition to acknowledge, 
that, as a nation, God has hitherto © puniſhed 
ou ei ara our e ee r 


Should any individual be 10 Mile e | 
with his own heart, as to imagine; that, being 


not far from righteouſneſs,” he has no need _ 


to deprecate the divine judgment: let him, in 
A cook: moments of reflection, after examining; 
_ the periect rule of life ſet before Rm confider 
. : = | the 


0 40 T 

_- the denials in his paſt conduct with all ' there 
- aggravating circumſtances ; and, on applying to 
himſelf this awful queſtion, «© How much oweſt 
thou unto my Lord?” the ſtill ſmall voice of 

conſcience will ſuggeſt ! thou art 1 in 

85 8 80 e _— art found apices 


1 the Mii generation we beheld an 8 : 
ment to frivolous purſuits,” an averſion to reaſon- 
able reſtraint, an indifference to the judgment 
of ſuperiors, an immoderate love of pleaſure - 
diſpoſitions unfavourable to the cauſe of truth; 
virtue, and religion; and the more ſo, when 85 
moral obligations are conſidered only as ſub- 
ſervient to convenience; and natural and re- . 


vealed religion are treated, as if unbelievers. had 
Ry both to be falſe. | 5 


— 


3 thoſe 3 N e in life, 
being removed from the evils and temptations 
attendant on the extreme either of poverty or 

riches, is the moſt favourable to happineſs, : 
becauſe moſt favourable to virtue, there is found 
a miſplaced ambition of copying licentious man- 
ners, and adopting irreligious ſentiments; ap- 

parent in their profaning the Sabbath, abſenting 
: cheeſes from W money: e Fa 


K 


1 of the Scriptures, and dif regarding che 
—_—_— nh the Wan e e 55 FY 


| While we: ci hy 8 „ 
with the moſt-profligate of the people, and, by 
extending their baneful influence, induce, not 


merely the moſt diſtreſſed of the poor, but (as 


our courts of juſtice now more than ever atteſt} _ 


: perſons. .entruſted with property, confidential 
CO” p90 to . and cane God's . 


9 


5 reflect, . in . higher, ak of. „ 


among thoſe who know, or have every means 
of knowing, the way of God more 5 
there are numbers, WhO“ have altogether braten 
« the yoke, and burſt the bonds; who are 
diſtinguiſhed for poiſoning the ſources of er 
ſpirit and of domeſtic happineſs by canine, 
DUELLING,, and ADUETERY ; © glorying in their 
<« ſhame,” diſavowing reſponſibility, and ſaying 
in their hearts, Who is thes Sous _ we 
755 ene fear him? e 
| When 1 3 ie fraud MED in- 
juſtice, vice and infidelity, are thus predomi- 
nant, I cannot flatter you that our national guilt 
is not already ſufficient to draw down upon us 
| 70 ent, of God —Can we : ſeriouf] 7 reflect 


on 
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en theſe things withour a real concern for our | 


own nation ? Can we feel that concern withour 


deprecating the judgments of God? For, if it 


be the unavoidable conſequenee of immorality 
and contempt of religion to weaker: and dif. 


folve. the bands of ſociety, let us not fo 


groſtiy flatter ourſelves, as to imagine that 
eur condition is fecure; or, thar the Almighr 
cough © rich: in mercy,” 6s a d. 


Ffreſtrys thoſe, who: perfilt- in violating his 
_ command, in rejetting his werd and ordi- 


dance and eee 


1-1 6 from theſe inſtances ef the ur o 
fiphteouſneſs obſervable among ourſelves, I:now, . 


in the feomd: place, advert to the national cha- 


racter of our preſent continental foes; it will 


be done ſolely with this deſign, ede being 
warned by their miſerable example, © calling 


our own ways to remembrance, and learning 
« righteouſneſs,” we may not in our own Ra- 


tion and perſons EXPETIENCE the n NG : 


of: Godi— 


We are Cd in a war, 8 
eunſtances; probably, never yet paralleled. In 


IS 


7 


-atic of crap in the preſent continental 
_ it. is pleaded, and. with truth—that we 


are not the aggreſſors—that we act on the de- 


ſenſive that our enemies wage war againſt 
order, ſociety, and religion and that our owa 
preſervation and exiſtence, as a free, civilized, 


and Chriſtian people, turns on e cheir 
| unbounded. ambition. 


„ of n now. en 
| dured by our enemies in France, the principles 
of their Philoſophical inſtructors, and the. opi- 
nions of WRT. 125 A: nun _ largely 


ä contributed. 


1 ohiloſophers hae, long: 1 . 


to deprive the mind of the Hope of immortality: 


they have exerted uncommon talents to © rob us 


s of the earneſt expectation of the creature,” and 
leave us to drink che dregs of the cup of human 


miſery, without any conſolation to ſuſtain our 


ſpirit: they have aſſumed the character of lovers 
of human nature, while they repreſented the 


grave as the eternal ſleep of body and ſoul; and 


of friends to truth, while they 5 the 


- belief, and denied the exiſtence, of Gop.— 


Wretched is that. ſyſtem of philoſophy, © falſely 


20 4 called,” which tends to een good: men 
of = 


— 


4 


of their deareſt Höpes, and to free the abandoned 
from the” apprehenſion oa judgment to 
come! Deſpicable is the underſtanding, which 
imagines that ſocial enjoyment is to be heightened 
by levelling us with the beaſts who periſh—thar 


our true and proper happineſs conſiſts in © cor- 


_ « rupting ourſelves in thoſe things, which we 
„ know naturally”—and that, by deſpiſing 
religion, we ſhall advance the freedom and 
perfection of our nature! Theſe licentious ſug- : 


geſtions ſhew what abſurdities, what debaſing 


ſentiments, what incoherent and atheiſtical opi- 
nions, men, even of cultivated and brilliant 
genius, will adopt, when, loſt in imaginary 
independence, they account themſelves too great 
ee a A e 


They, whoſe. kits are not yet bene by 
infidelity, will therefore continue thinking it 
moſt expedient to walk in the * good od 
4 paths; and to „ train up their children,” 
in the fear, not in the denral, of God. They 


Will guard againſt the contagion 0f foreign 
. philoſophy : a ſyſtem of the moſt unfound poſi- 


tions, which have ever diſgraced the underfland- 


ing, and polluted the heart, of man; a ſyſtem, 


which, in attempting to exclude « the fear of 


6 God, 2 rends under: all the duties, all the 
Cn i charities, 


— 


5 


t 3 


- charities,” all Us comfort of life; deſtroys 1 _ 
; ſentiment, and eradicates natural ION” 3 


"I. . with ſuch 112 ay 
| "ig the opinions of their political 
leaders on * the abſtract and impreſcriptible 


c Rights of Man' were generally diffuſed; it is 


the leſs. to be wondered at, that the people of 
France, allured by the more intelligible pro- 
miſes of Liberty and Equality,” ſhould avail 
themſelves of their own ſtrength : and, after 
exhibiting in their own nation dreadful inſtances 
of their ſovereign power, ſhould hold. forth to 


© Liberty and Equality; * or threaten them with : 
all the horrors of war and defolation. : „„ 
; They: now feel, ab the lic akon for ages 
to come will moſt ſeverely feel, the direful con- 

\ © ſequences « of rebellion againſt the laws of God 
"WY man. —Let the miſeries now exiſting in that 5 


iy Declaration. of the National Convention of France N 


"LIM That i it will treat as enemies the people, Who, reſuſing 

or renouncing Liberty and Equality, are deſirous of pre- 8 

: ſerving their Prince and privileged caſts, one of entering 
into an accommodation with them.“ | 


The ExAur le of FxAN E, a Warning to Riel | 
; Pu ARTHUR Det ring 27775 152, 34 Edit. 1793. 5 


"EEE * 9 


b a 


5 ſurrounding | nations the offer of the fame - 


— 


„„ 
Kingdom, teach us if we have need ro be mügdbt) 
the value of peace and erder, ef virtue and 
religion Let the alienation of mind in ſo many 
millions of the inhabitants from all fenſe of 
Allegiance; from che ties of conſcience, and the 
Lanctions of religion—Let their ferocity, which 
Has already filled an extenſive empire with in- 
ternal deſolation, has led to the plunder and 
deſtruction of immenſe property; to the per- 
tion of acts diſgraceful to the moſt ſavage 
_ tribes; of every indecency and barbarity which 
could be exerciſed on the feelings and lives of 
heir fellow citizens, their legal magiſtrates, their 
_ Fpiritual inſtructors, and their gracious So- | 
vereign—Let the madnefs, which, to fill up 
e the meaſure of their iniquity,” has induced 
them to convert to heatheniſh ſuperſtition 
| temples dedicated to the worfhip of God; to 
. « deny the Lord who bought them; to blaf- 
pheme the Saviour of the world, and to defy the 
Power of God :—Let theſe dreadful effects of 
| anarchy prove to us .Brxitons fo many admoni- 
tions. not to trifle with lawful authority ; not 
& to deſpiſe government: not 5 the 
civil and religions bleflings we now us 10 


* 


- Thoſe bleſſings for many generations ave f 
beam well | underſtood, and e e 


an - 


ia chis nation: they are the fruits of the ur 


illuſtrious forefathers. The poſſeſſion of chat 
Inberitance ſhould prevail with every honeft 
member of che community, every lover of his 
country, every friend to God and man, to pre- 


vent, as far as lies in his power, the diffuſion of 


ſubvert religion, and introduce anarchy and 
deſolation. For it is toe notorious to be denied 


—that our foreign adverſaries have their advo- 


| Cates py wb um 1 n Have 


there are numbers, who, from rooted aver 
ſion to it's conſtitution in Church and State, 
would not be grieved at the annihilation of 


both numbers, ger to adopt the einn 2 


8 The quarrel yow waging i that nes floorifhing King: : 
dom France is not between liberty and tyranny, or 
between protecting and opprefiing ſyſtems of government 3 
it is, on the contrary, collected to a ſingle point—it is 


alone a queſtion of Property; it is a trial at arms, whether 


+ thoſe who have #o/birg, ſhall not feize and poſſeſs the pro- 
© perty of thoſewho' have //omevhing. A dreadful queſtion=— = 
2 a horrid ſtruggle, e cy pf 


5 e e, ee 
| | "6 N 


| Syſtem 


_ wiſdom of ages: they were obtained by the ; 
labours, and purchaſed by the lives, ' of our. 


editions 5 Aang; ; that, of our own. maten 
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Syſtem, in theory ſo plauſibly | delineated 


here, as to conceal the evils experimentally felt 


abroad: numbers, in whom there exiſts a ſtrong 
diſpoſition to enforce the ſacred 1 19 85 1 is 
5 fed): ovinſurrection.*. pk big 8 


The 9 now): too . 1 is 


0 d on this frantic idea - exemption from all 


reſtraint and authority from the laws of nian 
and from the fear of God. But, though that 
liberty were as univerſal as it is . to 
glory in it will ever be among the ſigns of 


reprobate mind.“ It is no honour to a man 
to be merely leſs unprincipled than his neigh- 


bour : it is no credit to a nation to be only mot 


ſo abandoned as another. TC eas” 


ZI 


* * 3 3 to e that, a 


9 5 the ſanction of Government, we now, 
5 individually and collectively, experience me 
Protection of our perſons, the ſecurity of pro- 
” ba. 1 and the eſtabliſhment of. hen 4 — 7 


88 « 15 he 3 _ this 8 1 to * Fr 


« ſelves a picture of what their ſituation would be, if their. 


© labourers, their ſervants, and the ae. whom they. 


© ſupport by poor's rates, were all armed, and, in ſome 
© meaſure, regimented, and in poſſeſſion of the veſtry, voting 


* not I "_— to be raiſed ae rates, . the 1 


+ Cw) 


edits d could ns el; Fe 


ful authority were violently overborne. It is 
therefore incumbent on us all, as we value life, 


property, and religion, to guard 33 the 


avowed N rbers of e 


t 


Wea are not to 3 on our r preſent diſtance | 
18 55 the actual horrors of war: nor to confide 


either on the juſtice of our cauſe, or on the 
approved valour of the combined armies; nor 


haſtily conclude, that the troubles in Europe 


will ſpeedily be terminated : for, ſo great are the 


numbers and the enthuſiaſm of our open ene- * 


mies—ſo deep the ſubtlety of our clandeſtine 
 foes—ſuch the nature of the abſtract principles, 
which have, in a great meaſure, given birth to 
the preſent troubles—and, ſuch are * the ſigns 


« of the times''—that no human mind can form 


= e of the ee : 


War is, in itſelf, a dreadful al 


Although victory ſhould attend that nation, | 


| © of it among hed; 4 what the price of all the 
farmers products ſhould be, what wages ſhould be paid to 
< ſervants, and what pay to labourers. Under ſuch a ſyſtem 0 


| * of government, I beg to aſk, what ſecurity would remain for 


© a fingle ſhilling in the pockets of mor, who are at 2 | 


eee 
| Oy 1d. Page 37. 
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whoſe os is just yet to both nations war 13 
one of God's judgments. Before that mark f 
the divine difpleaſure is experienced, inferior 

warnings muſt have been repeatedly reſiſted. 
National judgments are dreadfut in the extreme. 
To every individual they bring diſtreſs and miſery. 
« When a man's foes are thoſe of his own 


- houſehold,” when civil diſcord reigns, ima- 
gination cannot paint the dreadful apprehenſions; 


words cannot deſcribe the univerſal conſterna- 
tion and horror: for there is no © compaſſion— 
« upon young man or maiden ; old man or him 
«« that ſtoopeth for age: „ they, that have 
* fed delicately, are deſolate in the ſtreets : they, 


that were brought up in ſcarlet, embrace dung- 


« hills : the young children afk for bread ; and 
« the tongue of the ſucking child cteaveth to 
«the roof of his mouth for thirſt PET CET OY. 


We have this 9 offered up our prayers 4500 
ſupplications to the Divine Majeſty, for 
* averting thoſe heavy judgments which our ma- 
: : aufold ann have mot TO EET YE: : 


Mes we ſhall beſt a the intent of this 


- day's ee and beſt RET. our lincerity, by 


. 2 Chronicles > xxxvi. 17. + Lamentations iv. ä 


— | „ „% ů cane 


1 


te 2 God always beide us: 27 ſhewing in, 0 


our own conduct an example of righteouſneſs , 


in ſecular concerns manifeſting a ſpirit of in- 


tegrity, good-will, and charity ; diſcharging the 
public and private duties of religion; and 
training up thoſe committed to our care, whoſe, 
| ſalvation ought to be dear unto us, ce in the fear 
© of God.” 


To. the . . of e , 


who, ſaid to the prophets, © propheſy not unto 


« us right things, ſpeak unto us ſmooth things, = 


cc propheſy deceits, cauſe the Holy One of Iſrael 
« to ceaſe from before us, 1/aiah was commiſ- 
ſioned to deliver theſe words : „% To what 
vc purpoſe i is the multitude of your facrifices unto 


« me? faith the Lord: bring no more vain, ' 


e oblations: put away the evil of your doings 
from before mine eyes: ceaſe to do evil ; learn 
« todo well.” And can we, who are bleſt with 
the knowledge of the Goſpel, imagine that 


God will accept any homage inſtead of the 


facrifice of our hearts? Can we; to whom are 
revealed the ineſtimable love of God, in the 
redemption of the world by our 'Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt—the certainty of future exiſtence and 


« of a judgment to come,” look for protection 


from e while we dishonour the « doctrine 


J) 


„ : 
« of God our Saviour,” by an ey iſe 
and converſation? Therefore . ckanſe your 
« hands, ye ſinners, and purify your hearts, ye 
double minded: rent your hearts and not your 
« garments : caſt away from you all your tranf- 
WE, ſo rok alt not be 3 ruin.” 


It may be too late to cry "he mercy, when 
Judgment is come. © Before the evil days 
come,“ may we all © learn righteouſneſs !” 
—May it pleaſe God to ſpare all thoſe who 
confeſs his holy name !—May peace, ſafety, and: 
_ proſperity, be reſtored and perpetuated to our 
Sovereign and his kingdoms !! and may the 
Grace of God enable us to“ know the things 
« that belong to our everlaſting N 
. _ 88 are hid from our eyes. | 


TY ne ME 


Now unto the. Ki ing " etemnal, 3 1 
N ixviſible, the only wiſe Cod, be honour 
5 5 ; ; 80d glory, for e ever and ever. 5 AbuEx. 
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5 PSALM XLIX., VERSE 2. 


non AND LOW, RICH AND POOR, ONE wirn 
| e ; 


Tue text expreſſes, in few but comprehen- 


five. words, that inequality, which always has 


exiſted, and moſt probably to the end of this 
world will exiſt, in the external circumſtances 
of human beings. The records of profane 
hiſtory are one continued atteſtation of that in- 


equality; and the ſacred writings do not au- 
thorize us to look for any other view of hu- 


man condition. And yet, by ſome writers, that 
inequality has been repreſented as an evil, which 


: ſhould univerſally be removed; and has been 


| urged as an argument againſt the e providence * 15 


God. 
— a + 
£ 5 « 


7 


In the following diſcourſe, I ſhall endeavour 


x 0 eſtabliſh this general pp the 


— 


* 


Fe Sh 25 e 
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exiſtence of high and low, rich 2 poor, 25 


obſervable in all nations, throughout all ages, 
ſhould not be repreſented as an evil, which 


5 ought. univerſally to be removed; but ſhould 
rather be confidered as forming one branch of 


God's moral government over beings 985 in 
4 a ſtate of * 


: To illuſtrate this ca; I mean, in the 
. firſt place to point out—that the exiſtence of 
high and low, rich and poor,” is not pro- 
hibited in the two authentic teſtimonies of the 
divine will, the Moſaic and Chriſtian Covenants: 
and, in the /econd place ſhall conſider that the 
inequality obſervable in human condition, pro= 


ceeds, in a Os degree, from the COSINE 
of our nature.— 


I.—In the Moſaic an Chriſtian Covenants 


- human beings are repreſented as in a ſtare of 
- Probation, dependent on the providence of God. 


In both revelations general and ſpecial inſtruc- 


tions are given for the proper diſcharge of 
relative, civil, moral, and religious obligations. 


e Whatſoever things are true, honeſt, juſt, pure, 


lovely, and of good report,” are commanded: 
the contrary are prohibited, not only in act, but 
in thought, on pain of forfeiting the favour of 
God. But, neither * the law given by Moſes, 


* nor the grace and truth which came by Jeſus 
. Chriſt. 7 


- 


cn). 


K SY * convey the leaſt abc hae 5 
the diſtinction of high and low, rich and 
« poor,“ is reprehenſible, and ſhould be re- 


moved: on the contrary, ſeveral reciprocal du- 


ties, grounded on that very inequality, are re- 
| ee e e in Hom . 5 N 


= the Moſaic 158 which is + be y compres 
bessten in theſe ſayings, „thou ſhalt love the 
« Lord thy God with all thy heart, and thy 7 
« neighbour as thyſelf,” diſtin rules of conduct 
| were laid down for the different orders among 
men; for © the high and low, the rich and 
. poor.“ Judges, officers, and magiſtrates were 
charged not to reſpect perſons in judgment, 
c“ but to hear the ſmall as well as the great. 
Prieſts and Levites were commanded . from 
e twenty and five years old, and upward, to go 
in to wait upon the ſervice of the tabernacle 
« of the congregation; and from the age of fifty 


« years to ceaſe waiting upon the ſervice thereof, 


e. and to ſerve no more. To maſters and ſer- 
vants reciprocal duties were enjoined, The rich 
were commanded “ not to oppreſs an hired ſervant 
Lu 3 Poor and needy: I © Not to oppreſs 
« the ſtranger, not to afflict any widow, or fa- 
486. therleſs Chg 55 Not to e their heart, 


4 


* . 17. To, Newer viii. 24. 25. „ 
I ᷑ Deut. xxiv, 14. 3 Exodus xx. 21. 22. 5 


85 nor | 


( ä 


1 hor; PR oaks hand from the poor brother: 2 
Not wholly to reap: the corners of their field, 
e nor to gather the gleanings of their harveſt, 
nor of their vineyard, but to leave them for 
« the poor and ſtranger. “f The rich were 
repeatedly reminded (as if it frequently eſcaped 
their obſervance) that to do juſtice and 
e judgment, and to love mercy, were more 
© acceptable to the Lord, than facrifice.” 
% The poor and fatherleſs, the man-ſervant and 
«© maid-ſervant,” were exhorted to induſtry, 


honeſty, and contentment : for, even under 


the Moſaic Covenant, it was affirmed, * the 
poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the land.“ T The 

laws of the two tables, ordained t6 regulate the 
conduct of all ranks and degrees of men, ex- 
preſsly commanded “ ſix days ſhalt thou labour 
«« —thou ſhalt not ſteal thou ſhalt not covet 
« any thing that is thy neighbour' 3. Ina 
Pord, the firſt Covenant required of each indi- 
vidual the obſervance of thoſe general duties 
briefly compriſed in the decalogue, together with 
the performance of thoſe particular duties more 
immediately connected with his ſtation in life : 
but, throughout the whole Moſaic Law, the 
exiſtence of « e and low, rich "Om 5 is 
not pron ibited. : 


* Deut. xv. 15 5 + Leviticus xix. 9. 10. 
+ Deut. xv. Fl.” CY Exodus xx. 


The 


| 0 

The Chriſtian Law not: only infiſts's on U 
obſervance of relative, ſocial, and moral ob- 
ligations, but inculcates obedience from argu- 
ments of the moſt ſublime and fi piritual nature. 
The various ranks, orders, and degrees of men, 
are called upon to diſcharge their reſpective 
duties with fidelity and good will, as they value 


the favour of God. Thus—Servants are com- 


manded to be * obedient to their maſters, in 
« ſingleneſs of heart, as unto Chriſt :2* Maſters 
to remember that * their Maſter alſo is in hea- 
« ven; neither is there reſpect of perſons with | 
„ him: Rulers, who are the miniſters of 
God for good, and bear not the ſword in vain,” . 
are not to be a terror to good works, but to the 


* evil :“ and « every ſoul” is exhorted to be 


ſubject unto the higher powers; not only for | 
8 Wrath, but alſo for ne e i of 2: 


2 OR $ | e 


i the Chriſtian Law, 3 ce ak in this ack | 

« are charged not to be high-minded, nor to 

_ « truſt in uncertain riches, but in the living 

God: and the poor, WhO through the 
mercy of our Redeemer * have the Goſpel 
8 e unto them, are ah, in that 5 8 0 | 


1 Epheſians vi.. 5. Th ” FD 4 EpheGans vi. g. ” 
+ Romans X1ll, | Ee. ih 1. Timothy vi. 17. 


reſtrained 


4 


reſtrained Goes improving aw condition, or 


raiſing themſelves to a more comfortable ſub- 
Hſtence—* Art thou called being a ſervant? 
care ee, but if thou en 5 


Ne OR rather P's. 


Moſt of the been and 188 80 of our 


Lord are adapted to the inequalities exifting 
among men; and ſcem deſigned to inſtruct us, 
that as God has © given to every man his work,” 
the improvement, or abuſe, of the diverſe gifts 
and talents beſtowed upon us, conſtitutes our 
- true character; and reſpectively. entitles us to 
the favour; or expoſes us to the diſpleaſure, of 


our heavenly Maſter. Such, for inſtance, is the 


tendency of that inſtructive parable, in which 
the maſter “ called his own ſervants, and deli- 

e vered unto them his goods; unto one he gave 

_ « five talents, to another two, and to another 
ter a long time the lord of thoſe 
_ «« ſervants cometh and reckoneth with them: 


* one 


« faithful over a few things; but commandeth 
< the unprofitable ſervant to be caft into outer 


« darkneſs. Had we no other than this fingle 
7 parable. for our inſtruction, it would authorize 


8 * 4 Corinthians vi. 21 + Matthew xr. 
| Bo theſe 


„„ 61 5 
theſe two ads 15 chat'ne juſt. objectiorr 
Hues againſt the actual differences, diſparities, and 


inequalities obſervable in mankind, my that we 
Fr SOONER WOgen — 85 


% the A Poet Age there were < tive rfiries 
* of gifts, differences of adminiſtrations, and 
diverſities of operations, for the edification 
of the church, the ſpiritual body of Chriſt. 
With reference to thoſe differences St. Paul 
introduced theſe reflections on the natural body 


If the foot ſhall ſay, becauſe I am not the 


„ hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore 
* not of the body : the eye cannot ſay unto the 
* hand, I have no need of thee; nor again, the 
* head to the feet, I have no need of you.” — | 
After theſe reflections, the Apoſtle thus ad- 


verted to the diverſe giſts beſtowed on different 


Chriſtians: Now ye are the body of Chriſt, 
« and members in particular: and God hath ſet 
« ſome in the church, firſt Apoſtles, ſecondarily | 
"Ob Prophets, thirdly Teachers —are all e ee 

* are Call Proj ets ? are all Teachers! „ 


ir © 1 fun bieten wh i th et Se 


- * les bop "gilts, . „ in _ 3 
ot 1 Corinthians xii. 8 „„ 
eſtabliſument 


8 
* 
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_ eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Church, one 
| diſciple .« differed from another; by what 
mode of reaſoning are the diſparities and ine- 
qualities, prevalent in human intercourſe and. 
ſociety, to be repreſented as evils which ought 
- univerſally to be removed ? To pervert gifts and 
- talents beſtowed upon us, to neglect the duties of 


our ſtation, or to apply unjuſtifiable means for 
our own aggrandizement, ſuch as, building 
« our houſe by unrighteouſneſs, and our cham 
« bers by wrong,” are indeed evils forbidden 


and condemned in both Teſtaments: but, 
throughout the whole Moſaic and - Chriſtian. 
Covenants, the actual exiſtence of © high and 


« low, rich and poor,” is not once prohibited : 


therefore, that inequality ſhould not be repre-, 
ſented as an evil, which ought univerſally to be 
removed ; but ſhould rather be conſidered as 


forming one branch of God's moral government 


over ee e in a ſtats of mene 


1 e es wa. view et _ Sas on 3 
authority of the two authentic teſtimonies of the 


divine will, the Moſaic and Chriſtian Covenants, 
L come, in the ſecond place, to conſider that the 
inequality obſervable in human condition, pro- 

ceeds, in a great Sees 1 from the circumſtances | 


of our nature. 


[ 


The | 


„ 6; 


The advocates. Tor! abſolute equality, in our 
external condition, have advanced ſome inge- 


nious poſitions, founded principally on the abu/e 


of: preſent inequality: but they have not con- 
ſidered how much muſt be undone, and what 
alterations human nature itſelf muſt undergo, 
before the ſyſtem of abſolute ances can be 
5 . | : 


Our nature is compounded of mind and body, 
of reaſon and paſſion, of intellectual faculties and 


animal propenſities. Some modern writers 
indeed maintain, that the mind is not ſuperior 
to the body; that reaſon is not more noble than 


paſſion : poſitions in perfect conſonance with the 


modern ſyſtem of equality. But if paſſion, or 


ame propenſities, gain the dominion over 
ec us, reaſon. and intellectual facultics will be 


impaired and ance 


The . N feels the helpleſs flnth of 
infancy, the fervour and inexperience of youth, 
maturity of ſtrength and judgment i in manhood, 0 


and, if life be extended to extreme old age, 


« a ſecond childiſhneſs.” Three at leaſt of theſe 
ſtages in the progreſs of our exiſtence require aid 
and inſtruction, care and conſolation, from the 
ſtrength, experience, and underſtanding of others. 


* 


I 


| 
! 
* 
hs 
| 
ö 
| 
| 


that n e and its various con- 


« & 8 


In two or more individuals, on whom from 


ſtruction is beſtowed, there ſhall yet be found 


different degrees both of corporeal ſtrength and 


mental energy. It is not poſlible to over-rule 


- 


Gs 


- 0 -eh . of equality be incompatible 


with the natural progreſs of our exiſtence as 


udividuals; ſtill more incompatible will it be 
found, when applied to the improvement of 


Even in one houſehold, or family, where 


mutual regard and attachment. have a natural 


foundation, it has never yet been found practi- 


cable to manage, or bring into due order, the 


few individuals compoſing that ſmall ſociety ; 
unleſs one perſon, at leaſt, aſſumes authority, 
and enforces proper rules of conduct. Can then 
41 community compoſed. of many families, or 
___ a nation comprehending many communities, be 


eſtabliſhed, governed, and preſerved on the 


ſyſtem of equality, which denies the right of 
exerciſing authority, and contends for the 
abolition of the ancient and univerſal, though 


e 


now by ſome. accounted _ 1 diſtine- 
tions,“ of © rulers. and 1 maſters. and f 
5 ſervants, high and low, rich and poor.“ 
Throughout the whole of man's hiſtory, ancient 
and modern, ſacred and prophane, a com- . 
munity has never exiſted (becauſe it never can 

exiſt) without ſubordination. A lively imagi- 
nation may form in theory an abſolutely perfect 
government on the ſyſtem of equality: but, as 
ſoon as an attempt is made to realize the ſyſtem, 
theoriſts find they are offering violence to nature, 
and labouring to accompliſh what human power 
never will accompliſh, till it can create a race 
of beings ine to man. „„ 


. 5 wants are . wupi 1 
cultivating the Earth, on which our Creator has 
placed us. That occupation muſt engage the 12 
attention of numbers of it's inhabitants. Much 
« food is in the tillage of the poor.” But, 
without poverty, ſufficient labour would not be 
_ exerted: without poverty, commerce could have - 
no exiſtence: : and, without commerce, there . 
would be few means either of ſecuring domeſtic z 
5 enjoyment, or of repelling external violence. „„ 


- „% 6b, Thomas Peine. 
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In the multifarious wants, purſuits, avocations, 
and intereſts inſeparable from ſociety, many 
. perſons are engaged in acquiring a knowledge 
of the moſt uſeful occupations in life; While 
others explore the intricacies of ſcience, and | 
inveſtigate various branches of knowledge, ren- 
dered valuable through the imperfection of our 
nature. If corporeal ſtrength, or dexterity in 


any manual art, be the object in view, the powers 
of the mind cannot fully be expanded; if we 
cultivate mental endowments, we cannot in the 
former likewiſe * gain the maſtery.” In the 


various departments neceſſary for che exiſtence 


and prefervation of civil order, there muſt 


(humanly ſpeaking) be different ranks and 


: ; degrecs of men, for the good of the whole: and 
While numbers, in humble ſtations, devote their 


powers to active and laborious employ ments; 5 
others, in higher ſtation, gain tlie leiſure and 
rranquillity requiſite for framing wife and equal 


laws for conſidering and relieving the maladies 


incident t to the human 3 and—for direcking 
and blefſednefs.—In proportion. as thele, and 
various other valuable objects, are the better 
underſtood, ſociety at large Taps the benefit— 
human nature 18 benefited. 

In 


1 6 5 


Ina a . view, many wiſt and avi ends 

are obtained by the exiſtence of high and low, 
« rich and poor, one with another ;” number- 
5 leſs opportunities are preſented for exerciſing 
private and public virtues, for manifeſting 
« good will towards men, for © bearing one 
« another's burdens,” and thus co-operating 
"iP: the djpraſacions of Providence.— _ 


- Hhning: . to W out, that the 
Feen of © high and low, rich and poor,” 
is not prohibited in the two authentic teſtimo- 

nies of the divine will, the Moſaic and Chriſtian 

3 and that the inequality obſervable 

in human condition, proceeds, in a great degree 
from the circumſtances of our nature; on theſe 

grounds may we not admit this general propo- _ 
ſition?— That the exiſtence of © high and low, 
rich and poor,” obſervable in nations, through- 
"ne all ages, ſhould not be repreſented as an 
evil, which ought univerſally to be removed; 
but ſhould rather be conſidered, as forming one 

'branch of God's moral government over beings 

Placed. in a ſtate of e | 
| From the whole ſubject thus conſidered, two 
concluſions will now be deduced. 7 


F 2 8 hs 


* 


0 


The fir/t b. That no encou er ſhould | 
be given to thoſe miſchievous writers and 


diſturbers of ſociety, who, diffatisfied with 
every thing around them, with whatever actually 
exiſts in the natural and civil, in the moral and 
religious world, are anxious to ſubvert uſages, 
which have demonſtrated their own utility ; 3 
| maxims, which have ſtood the teſt of experience ; . 
and truths, which have gained the aſſent, and 


proved the ſtrong CL, OD the viſe and 


8 25 : We Es 


The idea of Equality i is not new: it has of old 
been a favourite theme with the turbulent and 
ſeditious. Civil commotions have uſually been 


preceded by attempts to equalize property, by 


clamours for Agrarian Laws.“ The OE of the 


2 7 primum (U;C. 266) Lo agraria promulgata 

© eſt ; nunquam deinde uſque ad hanc memoriam fine n maximis 
* motibus rerum agitata. 

| rr. Liyi Hioton, L. ii. u. 


| © biennium tranquillæ ext ernæ res, diſcordia domi 
ex agrariis legibus le. 


= iv. e. 47. 


— 


8 Tiherive 8 agrariis 1 


omnibus ſtatum concupiſcentibus, ſumma imis miſcuit, et 
BT ' in præruptu m, atque GE periculum n 25 


5 C. VeLt. bersscvr- Hioron, I. . e . 


bednious | 


5 


 Leditious may, indeed, in a ſhort 3 of time, + 
demoliſh the work of ages, deface the veſtiges of 
- antiquity, | annihilate the recording page, and 
overthrow the labours of the learned and inge- 
nious : after deſtroying inanimate objects ( though 
in many reſpects highly valuable) it may exer- 
ciſe barbarities on the living, the very thought | 

of which makes the blood run cold. But, when 
the ſeditious have proceeded to thoſe extremities z | 
when, on the true levelling. principle, rich 
merchants are plundered for their poſſeſſions ; ; 
learned men are outraged, becauſe of ſuperior }. 
- mental endowments ; legiſlators are proſcribed 

for enacting and executing ſalutary laws, and 
prieſts are maſſacred for inculcating „the 
« fear of God et the work of levellers is 


not completed, nor ever will be, unleſs they can 2 


extirpate the human race, or extinguiſh reaſon. 
the gift of God. But let every friend to order 
and ſociety, to virtue and religion, diſcoun- 
tenance, and guard againſt, thoſe, who take 
pleaſure i in diſturbing the peace of ſociety, under 
the oſtenſible plea of removing diſparities and: 


inequalities ; ; which prevail among all people on. | 
the face of the earth, and are indiſpenſable in 


every civilized nation, where order, law, and : 
ed are : cſtabliſhed.— | : 
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2. The ſecond concluſion is—that, ſenſible of 
the numerous advantages, which We, of this 
nation, now enjoy, in the protection of our 
perſons, in the ſecurity of our property, in the 
profeſſion of religious perſuaſions, and in a 
National Eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Re- 
| ligion under a Proteſtant Church ;—we ſhould 
teſtify our acknowledgment of theſe ſeveral 
benefits, not by perpetually ſowing the Teeds 
of diſcontent, not by clandeſtinely labouring to 
undermine the whole Conſtitution, but by 
openly and manfully upholding and ftrengthen- 
ing the bands of ſociety; knowing there can be 
no order without ſubordination, no liberty 
without law, no comfort without religion. We 
mould neither let the licentious ſuggeſtions of 


unbelievers rob our hearts of the Hope of eternal 


recompence: nor the narrow ideas of levellers 
-raint our minds with envy and malevolence at 
_ the en pre-eminence of 12 88 0 | 


The imectallty exifittig: in Stif Aaken _Y 
| holds from no individual a fecompence for bn 
and honeſt exertions: Induſtry, in the common 
concerns of life, fecures many prefent allvan- 
ages: ſuperior merit and ability in civil and 
| commercial intereſts, in naval and- military 
e in N and ſcientific purſuits, 
e 


„ 


* 


. raiſe the poſſeſſor 8 . to 

fame, from competence to affluence, and ſeldom 
fail of obtaining honourable diſtinction. Shall 
equality deprive the induſtrious and intelligent 
of the fruits, or juſt reward, of their honeſt 


exertions, by dividing them with the indolent and 


worthleſs ? Shall the levelling ſyſtem, be per- 
mitted thus to ſuppreſs human energy, to damp 
true genius, to weaken laudable ambition, and 
extinguiſh every generous ſentiment ? Temporal 
pre-eminence, among us, is more frequently the 
conſequence of merit than of birth; and is a 
bleſſing in the perſons of thoſe, who are careful 

to lighten the burdens, and redreſs the wrongs _ 


ſuſtained by their fellow creatures. The power | 


of the i is looked up to with reverence, 
when * mercy. ſeaſons juſtice; and we hag | 
reaſon to exult in | beholding—men of the 
brighteſt talents and high profeſſional know- 
ledge, the firmeſt friends to order, government 
and religion. Integrity of life, adorned with 
25 intellectual excellence, does honour to hu man 
nature; and it is evident to a demonſtration, 


that the general good is beft promoted, when 


moral obligations are moſt faithfully diſcharged ; © Os 


that the public welfare, with which private hap- 


PK, is inſeparably conpected, cannot more 
| Fa I 


n 


( 72 1 , 


| effeQually be ſecured, than when oilative and 
ſocial duties are honourably fulfilled. Without 


envying, or repining at the more elevated, 


though not on that account the leſs anxious, 
condition of others, (for © man is born unto 
« trouble,”) our thoughts ſhould. principally 
be engaged in attending to the duties of our 
reſpective ' ſtations. Poverty and Riches are in 
truth comparative terms: each ftate has its 
advantages and its evils. If the condition of 
the poor ſubjects them to bodily labour, it pre- 
ſerves them from many bodily and mental 
maladies connected with affluence: If they are 
ſtrangers to many artificial enjoyments, they are 
likewiſe ſtrangers to many imaginary. wants. In 
the ordinary diſpenſations of Providence induſtry 


and honeſty ſecure the moſt neceſſary, and for > 


that reaſon the moſt deſirable, comforts of life : 
and the honeſt and induſtrious are 1 5 y 
. members of 1 — 


- 


we cannot Abs Sons arid) conceptions 
of: the Supreme Being, and from the gracious | 
_ tendency of divine Revelation, that our Creator 
has in view the temporal and the eternal hap- 
pineſs of all his creatures. It is not the will 
25 fat Serra F ears which is in heaven, that 


—— * 


962 ; - 1 ic one 


n 


« one of theſe tins ones. ſhould: periſh.”*—In 


| hung of 0 1 IP are ee 


- likewiſe the Governor, and the Preſerver of men. 
4 From the place of his habitation, he looketh 
« upon all the inhabitants of the earth. 


« eternity, dwelleth with him alſo that is of 
« an humble ſpirit.” t And the Son of God, 


« poor, that we through his poverty might be 
« rich.”$. The truth of his divine miſſion, and 
40 preached unto them.“ In that Goſpel, 


the approaching hour, which will ultimately 
place, © high and low, rich and poor, one with 


e the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and the 
« weary be at refl : there the priſoners reſt 


- * Matthew 1 ii. 14. I Pfalm xxxili. 14. 
I Ifaiab lvii. 1 7. = een viii. 9. 


this world, the means of happineſs are mani- 
feſtly various; but, through the ee = 


ES” us ever 1 in 2 pn ihe Crontoria is 


| « The high and lofty One, that inhabiteth | 
« « though he was rich, yet for our ſakes became 
the greatneſs of his love to man, were both 
_ atteſted by this, that * the Poor have the Goſpel 


we are all exhorted to. Prepare our ſouls for 


. another,” in the grave. There, indeed, 


TH e together: 8 


* 5 


T 


CL 


« together: they hear not the voice of the 
<« oppreflor, the ſmall and the great are there, 
<« and the ſervant is free from his maſter.“ 
From that awful period no diſtinction will 
remain, but that which ſhall be confirmed by 


5 the omniſcient Jupce in this bleſſed eulogy 


c Well done, good and faithful e enter 
« ye into the} 907 of our Lord. | 


= Tob ii. | 


ow 
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be unio Him that fitteth on the throne, 
and unto the Lamb YI ever and ever. 
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WHILE reny 'rnOMISE, THEM" LIBERTY, THEY 


RUPTION. - f 
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| Tas « iberry” 8 e in FR 5 1 
New Teſtament ſtands oppoſed to the ritual law 
of Moſes, to the ſuperſtition of the heathens, 


and to the ſlavery of ſin. In each of thoſe views 3 


it forms the ſubject of many inſtructions de- 
livered by the Apoſtles, and is properly and 
c emphatically ſtiled the liberty wherewith Chriſt 
oy hath made us free.“ 955 5 a 


* * * * . * « L EL 
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T0 1 80 the 85 cfions ind. calun mnies thrown 
on the firſt converts to the Chriſtian faith, be- 
cauſe they acknowledged themſelves diſciples of | 
_ a crucified Maſter, St. Peter, in his firſt epiſtle 5 
: general, e them to have their © conver- 


1 


„ ® Galatians v. ts 


« * ſation . 


ec tion 8 among the Gentiles: with well. 
« doing to put to filence the ignorance of 
« fooliſh men; as fre, and not uſing their 
liberty for a cloke of malic iouſneſs. In his 
ſecond epiſtle general he condemned the doc- 


trines and practices of ſome falſe teachers under 


the Goſpel ; and to remove from the minds of 
this diſciples their aſtoniffiment that falſe teachers 
ſhould ariſe under the new Covenant, he ob- 
ſerved, there had been falſe prophets under the 
eld Covenant: * there were falſe prophets alſo 
* among the people; even as there ſhall be 
t falſe teachers among you: who privily ſhall 
bring in damnable hereſies, even denying the 
. Lord that bought them: and many ſhall fol- 
« low their pernicious ways, by reaſon of whom . 
e the way of truth ſhall be evil ſpoken of.” 


In his deſcription of thoſe falſe teachers, he = 


" reſented them, * walkin g in the luſt of un- 
« cleanneſs, deſpiſing government,” and ridi- 

1 religion. To caution his converts, as it 

became the faithful miniſter of Chriſt, againſt 

liſtening to the inſtructions, or being impoſed 

on by the promiſes of ſuch men, St. Peter af- 

firmed, that ©,while they ,promiſe them liberty, 
* they themſelves are the ſervants of * 
"ec tion, 85 


The 


b N 


The Se name of Liberty,” Wein 
 bighly intereſting to every reaſonable creature, 
yet, in common with other intereſting ſubjects, 

has, of late, been exhibited in many falſe points 
of view. It may not therefore, I truſt, be un- 
ſeaſonable, if I endeavour, in the following diſ- 
_ .courſe, to ſhew, that the Liberty < promiſed by 
« the ſervants of corruption“ in theſe days, is 
_ _ incompatible with nature, ſociety, and religion; 
and afterwards 8 N 28 WED me 
two . . 


| The W of 3 natural bet i may 
allure and captivate, but it cannot be made good 
to thoſe who live in ſociety. The natural li- 
| berty ' held forth by e the ſervants -of corrup- Ly 


« tion,“ is of the moſt extenſive, but not of _ 


the moſt innocent kind; it promiſes exemption 
from all preſcription and authority, and allows 
the indulgence of the paſſions without reſtraint. 
| To perſuade men to gratify licentious ineli- 
nations may not be an arduous undertaking: 
the paſſions are of themſelves ſufficiently ſuſ- 
eeptive of impreſſion: but much miſrepreſen- . 
kation and falſe colouring are neeeſſary to efface, 
from civilized minda, the idea, that, to the abuſe 
| of e ſhame and diſgrace are juſtly 
annexed. 
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annexed. Ambiguity of language, and phil 
of argument, conveyed under the unexception- 


able titles of moral eſſays, and ſyſtems of edu- 


cation, are artfully employed to recommend 
that liberty, which nature muſt abhor; for it 
leads to approve the ſeduction of innocence, 


E and to palliate the ſins of adultery and ſelf- 


murder. The miſeries inſeparable from guilt 
are carefully concealed : the blandiſhments of 
ſenſe are licentiouſly diſplayed: by thoſe arts, 
the young and inexperienced, the thoughtleſs 
and wavering, are the more eaſily enſnared ; 
nor, till they have exc hanged innocence for 
 - guilt, do they find that, in liſtening to the pro- 
miſe of naiural liberty, they have rendered n 
ſelves 8 en of e = 


7" 0 A qational enj joyment of . re 
points to domeſtic happineſs, and ſocial inter- 
courſe: the former, by preſenting diſparity of 
years, introduces diſparity of underſtanding and 


Authority: the latter can have no exiſtence with- 


out ſubordination, nor any ſtability but through 
the medium of wiſe and equal laws to protect 
(among other excellent uſes) the weak againſt 
the powerful, to render property ſecure, and 
life itſelf valuable: If, in conſequence of legal 
authority, every individual finds ſome portion 


e 1 81 P, ; 
l ar ach; he will likewiſe T7 
find ample recompenſe for that reſtraint, in the - 


numberleſs advantages, conveniencics, and com- 


forts, derived from ſocial order: above all, in 


aving his underſtanding cultivated; and his 


beart improved through the communication of 
ARR, Os. V 
1 civil 1 held forth, _ f 
the ſervants of corruption. They ſufficientiyx 
diſcover what we are to underſtand By their 
promiſes, when their deſcription of unalienable 
and impreſcriptibie rights is calculated to over: 
_ throw the exerciſe of all legal authority; When 
they vilify every actual form of government: 
when they inculcate that ſubordination is dif- 


man beings call for univerſal abolition. A1 


dencies, partake of the imperfection adhering 
| to every thing human: Yet, whoever attempts 
to remove imperfection by deſtroying the foun- 

dations of ſociety, would diſcover not leſs mad. 
' neſs. than the phyſician would, who ſhould aim 


T | 
ties and incqualties obſcrvable among hus = 


exiſting governments, complex in theit nature, 5 
2s they involve various conhexions and depen. 


at reſtoring bodily health by ſtopping the foun= 


N life cen If wag due e with an 
5 8 : 5 envious | 
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envious eye unavoidable: i among men, 
and ſome ſpecific marks of diſtinction, con- 
ferred both as a reward for uncommon merit, 
and an incitement to laudable ambition, will 
till contend for abſolute equality, and the full 


5 enjoyment of natural liberty, he adopts a ſyſtem 


deſtitute of foundation in the nature of things, 
and as of 1 8 eee, 


5 


oOo ar ah 4 in a Ks How caſt of 


a1 ſenſe of decency, and all regard to moral 
Principle, the promiſe of exemption from legal 
authority may prove a temptation, too alluring 
to be reſiſted whenever favouring circumſtances 
"concur, to © bind kings in chains, and their 
Ae: nobles in links of iron ;” to trample under 
Foot all order, law, and government. But the 


true friend to ſociety, among other obligations, 
will think it incumbent on him to ſubmit to 


wiſe and equal laws; to bear with cheerfulneſs 
his proportion of the burdens of ſociety, while 
_ he enjoys it's manifold advantages; and to pro- 
__ in his os of ain PEO: 5 35 

5 vain vill Bi 33 race: to maintain 
. and ſocial happineſs, if Religion is de- 


| ſpied. The faithful ſervant of God, the trueſt 
| friend 


0 83 * 
friend to man, ſenkible: that the well-being of - 


| ſociety depends on the exiſtence of religious 


principle, will be deſirous that all orders and 
degrees of men ſhall be impreſſed with -« the 
_ © fear of God. Not ſo © the ſervants of cor- 
c ruption: 5 to the ſalutary reſtraints, in 
| wiſdom, laid on human paſſions under the ſanc- 
tions of natural and revealed religion, they 
boldly aſſert (and expect that the boldneſs. of 
their aſſertions ſhall be taken for proof) th 
all religion is prieſtcraft ; that Chriſtianity is 
fable and impoſture: and, to complete their 
idea of liberty, they promiſe to free our minds 
fromthe _ as reels 2 as; 1 e eee 


7 S 
— 


e W one he the 1 rk 5 . 
5 among the people (in France), appears the true ſpirit and 
principle of this reform: it is there maintained in plain 
and direct terms — That provided the idea of a Su- 
. „ preme Being be nothing more than a Pbiloſophical ab- 
1 traction — a guide to the i imagination in the porſuir of 
* 28 and effects —a reſting place for the curioſity of en- 
Bm Which no practical conſequences axe to be applied to hu- 
1 man life, there is no great danger in ſuch an idea: but 
- IS; it is to be made the foundation of morality—if jt is 
«to be accompanied by. the ſuppoſition, that there exiſts. 85 
„ God who preſides over the affairs of the world, and LES 
% rewards or puniſhes men for their, actions on earth, ac- 
« cording to ſome principle of retributive juſtice, there can 
2 be no 8 eo prejudicial to the inereſts of ſociety. _ 
. e 
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8 minds 4 notion merely ſpeculative— and from Th 
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4 ſuch a notion —that beings, who 
ve vin eafily believe that he may accompliſh bis ends by 


(%) 


| be wilden in denying our Redeemer, or valour 
e ee | 


Among the benefits cl nom aboliſhing 
religion are reckoned freedom from the unwel- 
come checks of conſcience, and deliverance 
from the more unwelcome apprehenſion of a 


future day of juſt retribution ; fince ſome mo- 


dern philoſophers maintain, that * death is eter- 


© nal fleep,* and that there is not ſufficient 
evidence for admitting the authenticity of Re- 


velation, the expectation of a life to come, nor 


even the exiſtence of God. But are they ſo 5 
little acquainted with the nature and the hiſtory 


of man, as not to know, that ſome ſenſe of 


religion is inſeparable from the human mind; 
that, when deprived of true religion, it has re- 
vourle to that ien! is — Hand with enthuſiaſm 


„ 


„ That the idea of a 8 1 is a e a Me) 
1 muſt be fo in all times that mankind can never be really 
* Jiberated or republicaniſed, ſo long as they ſhafl preſerve 

ww an inviſible Maſter, 


earthly agents ; and reaſoning by analogy, they muſt con- 


5 oc Bis the neceſſity of ſome ranks and orders of ſociety, 


75 "and finally of ſome regular government among mankind ; 
*« and thus the ſervitude of the underſtandi 80 win enflave | 
cc OH moral and political principle.” — 8 


Lob MoaninoTbi * vsrasea, Jane 14s 179% 
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' alopts na deluſions diſgraceful to rea- 
ſon? Before they proſeribe the Chriſtian Faith, 


ſhould they not, if poſſible, propoſe another 1 


re founded on better promiſes; more adipted 


do the nature of man; and more worthy. of God 


for its author? Before they extirpate true re- 
| ligion, ſhould they not form ſome eſtimate of 
the complicated evils and mifertes which will 
enſue; on reviving the ſuperſtitions of the 
| heathens? or, do they imagine, that by pro- 
- hibitivg the worſhip of the one true God, they 


ſhalllikewiſe be able to prevent adoration © unto - 


_ «© thera which by nature are no gods?” The : 5 


learned author of © the Antiquities of Greece, 
has obſerved, that the Grecians in general, 


and the Athenians in particular, were ſo 


© exceſſively ſuperſtitious, that they would not 
de content to worſhip their ancient deities, 


but frequently confecrated new ones of their 
own making; and beſide theſe, aſſumed into 
the number of their own, the gods of all the 
g nations with whom they had any commerce; 
© Inſomuch that, even in Hefiod's time, they - 
Were thirty thouſand.” But the abſurdity was 
the leaſt offenſive part of ancient ſuperſtition 8 


it was e with mo innen Oo” 
* + Archaol, Graca. vol.i i p. 184. 5 pat. 1 5 


G3. 5 extreme 2 


3 


1 26 : 


extreme Amman How dreadful the idea; that 
in the ſervice of their gods, the altars were 
polluted with human blood! Examples of 
this ſort of inhumanity were e common in 
moſt of the barbarous nations.” 74 hl 


- 10 "Jack the AG of ſu a "<P 
idolatry, and to reſtore the knowledge and wor- 
| ſhip of God, were among the gracious purpoſes 
of the Law given by Moſes.” In that law the 
Jews were repeatedly cautioned againſt relapſing 
into idolatry. © When thou art come into the land 
« which the Lord thy God giveth thee, thou 
e ſhalt not learn to do after the abominations 
N of thoſe nations: For every abomination to 
be Lord, which he hateth, have they done 
unto their gods ; for even their ſons and their 
« daughters they have burnt in the fire to their 
« gods. After the wonderful power exerted 
to reſcue the Jews from the midſt of an idola- 
trous nation; after the repeated injunctions 
given to deter them from adopting the ſuper- 
ſtitions of ſurrounding nations; is it not la- 
mentable to reflect, that, in their ſubſequent 
hiſtory, © the children of Judah ſet their abo- 
« minations in the houſe of the Lord to pollute 
« it; 00" 1182 che high Places on CONES © to 


ol $ « Tdem; p. 418. | 
* Deut. x xviii. e - 


” 


5 C 8 5 


. bs their: Con and their daughters in the 
0 fire? 2 5 . won N . 7 8 45 . „„ 5 5 


In Wets" aw ſome: 1 are diſpoſed, to 

give little credit to heathen, and leſs to ſacred 

: ' reſtimony : but can they deny the preſent ex- 
iſtence of inhuman rites amongſt idolatrous na- 
tions? Can they diſprove the account recently | 
given by one, not more juſtly renowned for 4 
ſpirit of laudable enterpriſe, than for his love 
of truth, who mentions, the facrificing, at 
one time, ten buman victims from amongſt the 
inferior fort of people? And in another 5 
paſſage he obſerves, with equal humanity and 
good ſenſe— It is much to be regretted, that 

OY practice fo horrid i in its own nature, and ſo 
« deſtructive of that | inviolable right of ſelf- 

- preſervation, which every one is born with, 
© ſhould be found ſtill exiſting ; and (ſuch is „„ 
© the power of ſuperſtition to counteract the firſt ET. 


c principles of humanity 1) exiſting amongſt 5 
people, in many reſpects emerged from the _ 
brutal manners of ſavage life. What is ſtill 
« worſe, it is probable, that theſe bloody rites _ 
of worſhip. are prevalent throughout all the + 
* wide FO iſlands of the Pacific Oe. . 


eee * vii. 30. 31 55 
. Carrain Coor's Voracs to the Pacrric OR. . 
e l, page $90: 40. lll | 2 
: Idem. Vol i ii. page we | 
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* Thoſe writers, who, in wis 8 te 7 
0 ee : promiſe to illuminate and regenerate. 
our minds, by denying, not diſproying, the 
8 authenticity of the Scriptures, and the divine 
miſſion of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould, for Humanity: 
fake, conſider, bee if we contumeliouſly 
reject the all-ſufficient © ſacrifice for ſin,” in the 
perſon of Je ſus Chriſt, once offered; and once 
« for all,” we ſhall not accelerate the return of 
the age of barbariſm, and revive, together with 
the impurities, the cruelties of heatheniſm; 
whether, by © not liking t to retain God in our 
„ thoughts, Gad may not glve us over to a re- 
«« probate mind ;” and whether it will be 
| poſſible to ders” any portion of natural, civil, 
or religious liberty, by preferring that. © wiſdom . 


Which deſcendeth not from above, hut is 


* earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh.” „ The wiſdom, 
es that zs from above, is firſt pure, then peace- 
« able, gentle, and eaſy to be entreated, full of 
« mercy and good fruits, without , apd 
« ; without hypocriſy,” e 

„How unwilling the partizans 61 the Chriſtian faith 


way be to. believe, or to acknowledge . it, it is neverthe- | 
© leſs true, that the age of ignorance commenced. with the 
. © Chriſtian ſyſtem :—only another ſpecies of mythology.” 
« 'The- Ac. mene By Tonks PAIN E. 
5 os Faris, 1794+ "OP 
* Jana un. : _ 
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2 will 3 on your patience, while 1 
deduce from this view of the « Liberty,” whick 
| is to be expected at the hands of thoſe, who, in 
_ thefe days, © walk in uncleannels, deſpiſe - 
_« government,” and Fidiculo 1 two 


ic al inferences, | 


1. We have wen FED the ls: ſpecioully 


| hetd forth in modern times, by the ſervants _ 


e corruption. has, in truth, theſe three 
objects in view—to inflame the paſſtons to 

| overthrow civil . to de 
55 the Sarin e = | 


The e of power, in a mietete 
nation, have for ſome time been acting with 
thoſe three objects in view : they have publicly. | 
+ diſcarded all ſenſe of deceney ; avowed hoſtility 
to every eſtabliſhed Government, and blaſ- 
7 phemed the Saviour of the would.” The feeds 5 


in 6 The Municipality of Pariadecreed'— x chat all churchey, 
«and temples of religious worſhip, of whatever dengmina- 

| © tion, exiſting at Paris, ſhould be inſtantly ſhut :** In 
+4 conſequence of this decree, Proteſtant as well as Catholic - 


' churches were ſhut up; and thoſe, who dared. to celebrats | 


religious worſhip of any kind, were arreſted, and treated as : 


ſuſpefied perſons. The Old and New. . were 
"Pony 9 as e books.” | | 


4 RED 
Lon Nonnind ron“ 3 sr xen. | 
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of thoſe evils were, indeed, many years before 
induſtriouſly ſown by ſentimental: writers, who 
exerted uncommon talents to recommend vice 
and ſenſuality; by political inſtructors, who 
filled the minds of the people with impracticable 
ideas of independence; and by philoſophers, 
who diſtinguiſhed themſelves ( not like the 
85 Britiſh philoſophers, Bacon, Lotke, and Newton, 
by ſtudying, underſtanding, and embracing the 
Chriſtian faith, but) by treating with contempt 
and ridicule both revealed and natural religion. 
National apoſtacy is therefore the leſs to be 
wondered at, when, through the [miſchievous 
perſeverance of ſuch guides, the people were 
eſtranged from true religion, and debaſed by 
ſenſuality ; nor will the tranſition. from vice and 
ignorance to anarchy and. eee * found 


= Get, difficult or e 


1 5 ht a Po 3 the grounds of civil 
government, and the principles of true religion 
are generally well underſtood and highly valued, 
We ſhall not ſo caſily be perſuaded that liberty 
and licentiouſneſs are the ſame — that civil 
6 government, as ſuch, is tyranny—and that oe 
9 He, that Wen Me, hateth my father alſo. 5 


5 


Jonkx xv. 23. 


worthip- | 


„ 
| orig" of God is beneath the 50 of man.” 
' Wehavenotſo imperfectly enjoyed the benefits 
of ſociety, as to ſurrender our intereſt i in them, 
on the promiſe of ſuch liberty. We may, at 
leaſt for a while, reſt / ſatisfied with obſerving! 
the progreſs and the effects of that promiſe on 
the nation now making the experiment: and. 
from the extreme miſeries endured in thar 
| guilty land, may learn theſe profitable. leſſons - 
not to foſter a ſpirit of rebellion, more eaſily 
fuſion of thoſe pernicious ſentiments, which, 


under the plea of attaining more civil liberty, 


or a more perfect government, are now directed 
to accelerate the ſubverſion of legal eee 8 
and the 5 or ſocial order. RR | 


*% 


"4 The POR ener das from: the : 
whole ſubject, affects us in a ſtill more im- 


portant view ; for it involves the intereſts of 
religion 1 8 b 


On Religion depends our Peace in time and 
in eternity. To be depri ved of perſonal free- 
dom, ſeparated from thoſe we love, or to be 
injured in our fortune and reputation, are evils 
of a limited magnitude: but they bear no pro- 
F to PO" « the favour of God, which is 
* * better 


* ae, 
* * 
3 = 1 V4 


tt better than life itſelf,** On that ground we 
may form ſome idea of the malignity of thofe 
writers, who, not ſufficiently gratified with aim... 
ing at the deſtruction of ſocial obligations, 
labour to rob the mind of the conſolations of 
religion; and, with that view, apply their 
ſophiſtry, wit, and ridicule, to miſrepreſent | 
the truth, the evidences, _ the doctrines of 
Gs: Ee 


ln che 6k God; hs light of 
the Goſpel has arifen on nations, which once 
« fat in darkneſs; which bowed the knee to 
idols of wood and ſtone, and dipped their hands in 
the blood of human facrifices.* The Goſpel of 
* i Chriſt 


» * Prafidium poſthac impoſitum vids, excifique luci. 
© avis  ſuperſtitionibus ſacri: nam cruore captive adalere 
| 8 Aras, et hominum fibris conſulere deos fas habebant.* 22 
| C. Tacir: ANNAL. I. xiv. c. 30, (ſpeaking: 

of the en ar | 


On a recent petuſal of Acolt's Authentic Hiſtory of 
c South America, I could not avoid being ſtruck with his 
© account of the dreadful ſanguinary facrifices of which both 
© the Peruvians and Mexicans are oor ira guilty, and 
© I ſhall here infert it, as forming a ſtriking and gloomy. 
« fimilitude to the bloody Pr of the old Sexthians 

and Indians — The ancient Peruvians uſed to ſacrifice 

ce e N foure, or fix, yeares old unto 1 5 
«Fe an 5 


1652 


cis be nen, been . has 
improved the underſtanding, melivrated the 


hearts of millions of fairhful diſciples, and 


brought many fons to glory.” May we never 
be found tnſenfible to it's truth and excellence? 


« Though iniquity abound,” may we never 
« follow a multitade to do evil” — to *blafe 
% pheme that worthy name by which we are 
« called” to deny the Lord, who « hath re- 


e deemed us to God by his blood. Bleſt with 
the light of the Goſpel, let it be our wiſdom 
« to walk as children of light;” to abjure, as 


it becometh men, the impure, ſeditious, and 
atheiſtical principles of thoſe, who, « while 


ce they promiſe liberty, are themſelves the ſer- 


« yants of corruption: let it be our wiſdom, 
as it becometh Chriſtians, to „ ſtand faſt in 
c the liberty, | wherewith: 0 yy hath made us 


cc free. Mt ER: 


« and the greateſt it of theſe_ 8 8 were for the 


tt affaires that did concern the Vnca, as in ſickneſs, for his 
© recovery; and, when he went to the warres, for victory. 
In theſe ſolemnities they ſacrificed the number of two 
© hundred children.“ 


Mavzice's Invian „ Vol. 8 


P: 790 and 789, 8vo. ns 1794. 


5 Revelations v. 9 
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265 Ina a word, teſtify your obedience: to the wil 


of God, by patient continuance in well- 


« doing: for, “ ſo is the will of God, that 
c with well doing ye may put to ſilence the 
“ ignorance of fooliſh men: as free, and not 

«< uſing your liberty for a cloke of maliciouſ- 


| « neſs; but-as the ſervants of God. ul 


© HONOUR ALL MEN=——LOVE THE BROTHERHOOD—- 
. FEAR' 'GOD—HONOUR THE KING.“ “ 


I Peter ii. 15.—- 17. 
9% D¾Vů)Ä O10 3 5 


*. e grace 575 the bar 7 _ Grip, „ 
' the, love of Goa, and the communion 
of the Holy Ghoſt, be with n all. 
. | 
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Rang THz PEACE ox 1E CITT-AxD RAY UN To 
TRE LORD FOR IT + FOR IN/THE. PEACE Enes 
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1 


; Tor Caprivity of the Jews in Babylon had 
been predicted more than a century before its 
commencement by the Prophet Tfatah, in the 


following words addreſſed to king Hezckiah : : 


ec Hear the word of the Lord of Hoſts : Behold, 
« the days come, that all that is in thine houſe, | 


, and that which thy fathers have laid up in 
« ſtore until this day, ſhall be carried to 


= Babylon: nothing ſhall be left, faith the 


« Lord. Though « the kings of the earth, 

e and all the inhabitants of the world, would 
not have believed that the adverſary and the 
* enemy ſhould have entered into the gates of 


: - | * Much xxxlx, 46 : 
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Jerufalem; e yet, according to the “ ſure | 
« word of prophecy,” "0 the king of Babylon 


[CUE came and all his army, againſt Jeruſalem; 


« and they beſieged it, and took it, and burnt 
« all the houſes with fire.“ f To thoſe Jews, 


who ſurvived that ſore viſitation, and * by the 


« waters of Babylon ſat down and wept, when 


e they remembered thee, O Sion; the Pro- 
: phet Jeremiah was commanded to deliver theſe 
words of exhortatiofi and comfort : « Thus ſaith 


« the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael, unto 


& all that are carried away captives from Je- 


« ruſalem unto Babylon; build ye houſes and 
« dwell in them, and plant gardens, and eat 
te the fruit of them; take ye wives, that ye may 
« be -increaſed, and not diminiſhed ; and ſeek 


ec the peace of the city, whither I have cauſed 
e you to be carried away captives, and pray 


«, unto the Lord for it; for i in the Peace: thereof, 


Fc  thall ye have peace.” 


75 Jewiſh 5 in the 3 5 rheir vic- 
torious enemies, heathens and idolaters, who, 


without mercy had plundered and deſtroyed b 


fire the city of en and the temple pr God, 


EW Lamentations ir iv. 12. | + Jeremiah xxxix, 1 1. 8. 
IF Plalm c ii. 


Were 


6 0 „ 


were commanded, in the name of © the Lord 


God of Hoſts, to ſeek the peace of the City, 
« whither they were carried away captives, and 


« to pray unto the Lord for it;“ ſhall thoſe 
principles of civil and religious wiſdom ever 
' depart from the minds of Ellow Citizens and, 
fellow Chriſtians? - 


"On: 1 N and at a period, when the 
exiſtence, of ſociety is endangered by the diffuſion 


of ſentiments calculated to annihilate every obli- 
gation; I truſt, I ſhall neither ſtep beyond the 


line of my duty, nor unſeaſonably engage your 
attention, if, on the authority, and in the lan- 
guage of the text, I, Hint, exhort you to ſeek 
« the peace of the city, and to pray unto the 


« Eord for it; becauſe in the peace thereof ſhall 


« ye have peace; and, in the ſecond place, 5 


offer ſome_ reflections applicable to the more 


immediate purpoſes of your 2333 together 


this day. 


HH L Arbe King of Kina in beſtowing es 


|. talents and endowments enables us, if we are 


not wanting to ourſelves, to fulfil all the dutics 
of life. That we are formed for ſociety our 
natural wants abundantly teſtify ; that ſociety 
is able by ſecuring the enjoyment, to heighten 
Yeo ed . — a 


* 


che EENY of exi Ec 

in that view we cannot but E bur⸗ 
ſelves bound to promote its Proſperity to the 
utmoſt of our Judgment and. ability. | 


* the comfotts of domeſtic life depend oh 
the preſervation of public peace and order; if 
neither property, nor exiſtence itſelf is ſecure 
Without the ſanction of Yawful authority; if 
_ thefe ſeveral objects have a tendency to civilize 
the mind, and ONE TE heart; it is then 
the ſincere defire of even OE of the OY 
munity to contribute to its general good. For 
a3 on the principle of gratitude, parents, who 
with "anxious cate have nouriſnhed and brought 
up children, are entitled to every mark of their 
affection and eſteem; fo, by analogy, a zealous 
attention to focial ſecurity is incumbent on 
every individual in his proper fphere of activity. 
It comes not within the compaſs of every under- 
ſtanding to preſide in the great councils of a 
nation, to enact laws, to decree judgment, or 
to command fleets and armies ; yet it is greatly 
in the power of every individual to advance, or 
to dere, be en of fociery. | 


iet Me may in 'a judgment of thoſe 
modern Writers, who, from antipathy to all 
Ces reſtraint, 


„ 
| reſtraint. have addreſſed to ſtates and nations, 
| poſitions tending to undermine both the peace 
and the exiſtence of ſocicty. In maintaining 
that man's happineſs depends on exemption . 
from all authority, they diſcover as little Know- 
ledge of our proper happineſs, as they do of the 
true grounds of civil liberty, in accounting ſub- 
miſſion to human power injurious to the 5 na- 
< tural rights gf man.” . Theſe dictates, the 
offspring of pride and malevolence, can ter- 
minate only in univerſal, deſtruction. Every 
good citizen, every lover of his country, will 
therefore diſcountenance, as far as his influence 
extends, ſuggeſtions, which ſtrike at the root of 
ciyil government; and will likewiſe, by a wiſe 
application of the talents, gifts, and graces be- 


ſtowed. an bim, by a faithful diſcharge, of the 


duties connected with his particular ſtation in 
life, by every prudential meaſure in his power, 
above all, by the influence of a good example, 
een e of e, b 


"Bur, i . an e . to. 
theſe ſocial obligations, the ſervant of God is 
commanded to offer up his fervent ſuppl 
to the throne of Grace; Seek the peace of he 
" * Ws and; TPO unto the LY for ogy 


Hs — "no 


6 161 


Except the Lord keep the city, the watch- 
« man waketh but in vain.”* Some modern. 
philoſophers deny that truth; and inculcate, 
that the care of individuals and the profperity of 
nations are objects beneath the regard of the 
Moſt High; that to imagine « the Lord who 
te dwelleth on high, ſhould humble himſelf to 
« \bchold the things that are on earth, f dero- 
gates from the divine perfections; and, by 
conſequence,” that prayer to God is altogether 
uſcleſs and impertinent. | Whether thoſe philo- a 
ſophical inſtructors inculcate ſuch doctrine in 
contradiction to the real judgment of their own 
minds; or, whether they are apprized, and ſo 
much the more gratified, that it favours the 
cauſe of Atheiſm ; yet, by weakening that reli- 
gious ſenſe, which is ever our ſecurity and 
conſolation, they effectually ſubvert all moral 
principle: for there can be no ſuch principle, 
where there is „ no fear of God.” To live 
« without God in the world,” would let in, 
iniquity like a flood. Imagination cannot paint 
the evils and miſeries, which muſt enſue, 
whenever a Nation is become fo abandoned, as 
to account morality, mere prejudice of edu- 
cation ; e the. artifice of deſigning men ; 


* 


* Plan en. _ + Plalm ci. 
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and the acknow ledgment of God 8 1 „ 
ö diſparagement to man's underſtanding. When 
| impiety. has thus gained the aſcendency, what 

can be effected by the penalties of human laws? 2 

when the fear of Gad is removed. can the fear of — 
Man be found an equivalent? can man's power 

reach the receſſes of the heart ? can it check 

the guilty thought ? ? in private life can it forbid 

the inflicting ſufferings, not the leſs acute for 
being the more concealed 7 an public life can 

any one momentous duty be faithfully diſcharged | 
without a regard to the omniſcience of God ? 1 
when conſcience is dethroned, where 1 is the re- 
Z ſtraint, which ſhall give protection to innocence, . 
ſecurity. to property, or . ſafety to life itſelf? 
Society muſt rapidly be diſſolved, and be . 1 
ceeded by national cones and deſolation. 1 > 


But, e e 5 ridicule and Gphilicy X 
of infidels, it is our duty, both as men and as 
Chriſtians, * « to pray unto the Lord.” .< Should 
« not a people ſeek unto their God ? me 6 Shall 
« not a man look to his Maker? Shall he look to 
« to the altars and images, the work of his = 4 

« hands? Shall he reſpect that which his fingers c 
« have made It; Shall. he . ſeek unto them 8 


15 * Iſaiah viii, 19. — 4 Ifaiah xvii, 8. 9. 
HN a. 


ts) 


chat Have Aawiliar ſpirits, and unto wizard. 
ee that peep and that mutter? SHall Chriſtians 


revive thoſe ancient abominations? Shall Chriſtians 


turn apoſtates, forget their Creator, deny their 
Sanctifier, and blaſpheme their Redeemer? Shall 
they reject © the wiſdom that is from above?“ 
The neceſſity of adhering to that wiſdom may 
be learned from marking the conſequences of 
ſcepticiſm and infidelity: they render every 
good of life infipid ; they deftroy mutual confi- 
_ dence ; eradicate natural affection, debaſe the 
underſtandi ing, and pollute the heart. Every 
one, who bears « good wilt towards men,” 
every one who honours the name of God, will 
therefore cheriſh in his own mind, and cultivate 
in the hearts of others, 4 ſenſe of the divine 
Attributes; and wilt perfevere, in obedience to 
the tranſcendent wiſdom of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
in making * ſupplications, prayets, intetceffions, 
« and giving of thanks for all men; for kings, 
0 and for all that ate in authority; that we may 
oY lead a quiet and e bie 11 Hg godli- 
yi neſs and honeſty. ah 50 | 
0. 1 1 now Paste l in e 5 ins lets; to 
offer ſome reflections, applicable to the more 


© ® Ifaigh vii. 19. + 1 Timothy Il. 1. 2. 
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immediate 
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initiate purpoſes of 9 aſſembling together 


e | 


Von have bere been Poe up your! paid 5 
to the Father of all mercies for the bleſſings of 


2 £\F:26.28::8 
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creation, providence, and redemption: You have 
prayed for the continuance of thoſe good 1 
temporal and ſpiritual, which, in his unerring 
wiſdom, ſhall be moſt expedient ; and, 1 truſt, 
you have * lifted wy yo pris ORE tn, 


hands unto God. 


— 


. are now a to ſeek the peace“ 
of this City, in diſcharging one of che important 
civil truſts repoſed in you, the free EleQion of a 
Chief Magiſtrate for this ancient and renowned 
metropolis ; the emporium of trade and com- 
merce; the miſtreſs of arts and ſciences ; ; 
unrivalled e unrivalled n =xcrcul 


1 charlty. | 


of your Ne Oer e oat 


25 Lamentations Jl, wn x 
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IT he Aon * your laſt + ed n 
confeſt: the qualifications, "requiſite to fulfil | 
and to adorn that, no leſs arduous. than ho- 
nourable, ſtation, have appeared in _ ee 
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3 has manifeſted, in a ſocial view, an open, 
ae manly and ingenuous conduct; ſuperior 
to all diſguiſe, becauſe void of all diſtruſt ; a love 
of : hoſpitality rendered the more acceptable by 
liberality'of ſentiment ;;. eafineſs of acceſs doubly 
engaging by a diſpoſition to compaſſionate, and 
85 eaten n relief to the diſtreſſed. 
pi bis judicial 8 3 3 — EA 
patience and impartiality; a knowledge of the 
rights, and a regard to the true © intereſts, of his 
NOW < citizens. . 
| {= = 70-5 & power 9 Jas: or a 
ee br eye over the ſeditious, out of mercy to 
i the friends of peace and good order: and in the 
hour of danger, by perſonally ſuppreſſing po- 
pular turbulence and fury, He ſhewed that 
intrepid heart and. ſound judgment, which have 
gained the approbation of the Public, and the 
unanimous thanks of this Corporation.“ At all 
times He has diſplayed an active zeal for the 
preſervation of the Britiſh. aaldionion, with 
inflexible a to his Se 5 


44 Ye 


8 Mt. in a 3 view, He has given | 
MOTT. proofs of unfe ned: attachment to ſac red 


» + September ts 1794: ” E 
obligations 


2 


@ wp ») 


obligations in his general deportment, and in 
his exemplary obſervance of the ſeventh day, 
in mercy as in wifdom ſet apart en ſecular 
concerns. — % os DET SAGE 


* 
** 


| permit ine nw to avail myſelf of the laſt 
opportunity, in which I may have the honour of 
addreſſing you, to impreſs upon FRE . two 
ANTI concluſions. 1 85 55 25 


The find der ee no Jour: can- Ok | 
„ of your diſplaying equal wiſdom in 
the approaching Election of a Chief Magiſtrate, 
yet ſuch are © the ſigns of the times, that the 
Peace of the whole Kingdom may depend on 

Foun PROT the 17 78 5 of this e | 
11. at Fe ie; he mana viene and 
fortitude are expected of thoſe reſpectable cha- 
racters, who compoſe the Corporation of 
London, in every member of the community 
there ſhould likewiſe be found co-operating zeal 
for the public good. Every friend to ſociety, 


government, will adopt, not thoſe incoherent 
and intolerant opinions, which have already 
convulſed one extenſive empire, and now 
N e the name Wet univerſal civili- 
| zation, 


anxious for the permanent ſecurity of civif 


16 7 


206) 


; zation,” d to ſurrounding nations ; but, 
_ thoſe conſiſtent and rational principles, which, 


forming the baſis of the Britiſh Conſtitution, 
have made it's Liberty an inheritance too precious 


to be exchanged for the promiſes, or ſurrendered 
to the threats. of that Convention, which © hath 


„ ſaid, there is no God ;” and Which hath 
governed by terror; by plunder, ſacrilege, and 


murder. Theſe were never among the means 


by which this nation has attained to that high 


Pitch of political and profeſſional knowledge, of 


moral and religious wiſdom, which throughout the 
vVorld confer upun the Britiſh name diſtinguiſhed 
honour and renown. If the duration of that ho- 


nour and renown be ſtill dear to you, it muſt be | 


| fought as well in your adhering to thoſe maxim 


of ſound policy, to that diſtribution of equal juſ- 
rice; and to that inviolable regard to perſonal free- 
dom, which characterize the genius of Britons, 
and the ſpirit of their laws; as, in your adopting 
every. ſalutary meaſure to rectify the judgment of 
the miſguided, to diſappoint the counſels of the 


5 ee and to fruſtrate the devices of che 


* 


a The ng 1 n hs "COIN ” 
derived from the belief of God's exiſtence, from 


the 1 of the e and from the 
| bleſſed 


G 


bleſſed hope of Immortality, are too valuable to 
be exchanged for that miſerable and deſpicable 
ſtem of infidelity, which boaſts of doing great 
things; while it denies all truth, and favours the 
progreſs of ſenſuality, blaſphemy, adultery, and 
ſelf- murder. The wiſe in heart,” who have 
acceded to the eternal truths of natural religion, 

and have experienced the conſolations of the 
Chriſtian Faith, will not conſider the denial of 
God's exiſtence as a mark of mental ſuperiority ; 
| will not account the triumphs of licentiouſneſs 
in ridiculing religion, prophaning the ſabbath; 
burning the Scriptures; and "blaſpheming the 
| Saviour of the world, among the means either of 

| liberating the mind, or of < exalting a nation; 
dut will ſtill maintain what experience, the teſt 
| of truth, throughout man's hiftory has proved; 
| that © fin is” the deſtruction, as well as © the 
5 reproach, of any people; and, * though hand 

join in hand, the wicked ſhall not be PRE 
+ e oO, | 855 


es it aha. your ao. as it is un- 
aN your intereſt and happineſs, to con- 
tinue true to religious principles, and to confide 
in infinite Power and GSdnefs: for © haſt thou 
N known! ? haſt thou, not heard, chat the 


2 Proverbs xi, 21, 


8 1 


s everlaſting 


* of Hoſts himſelf, and let Him be your fear 


and increaſe in all our hearts and minds ſub- 


ö and Zeal for the glory of God! 


„„ | majeſty, dominion and power, both 


/ ( 110 } 
e everlaſting God, the Lord, 5 88 of the 
« ends of the earth, fainteth not, neither is 


te weary ? there is no ſearching! of his under. 
« ſtanding.”*. Therefore, ſanctify the Lord 


* and let Him be your dread. 


Ma the civil and religious bleſſi ings aired 
from the Britiſh Conſtitution, under a limited 
Monarchy and a Proteſtant Church, preſerve 


miſſion to the Laws, Loyalty to our Sovercign, 


May © Peace be within our walls, and 
* Plenteouſneſs within our palaces;f” and may 
the Bleſſing of God reft upon us, like as we do 
put our rruſt i in Him! 


* ee 1. 28. + Iſaiah vie xg. ˖ = I IM 1. 
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TD the _ 21e God our 8 be 5 


now. aud ever. A.. 


